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Meet our outstanding
teachers for 1987
The WMU Alumni Association proudly announces the
recipients of its 1987 Teaching Excellence Awards.
This issue of the Westerner includes several stories
highlighting the achievements of alumni teachers, in
addition to featuring profiles of the three teaching
excellence recipients-professors Max E. Benne, Cary
Chartrand, and Meshulam Groper.
The Alumni Association salutes the efforts of all
teachers, especially its three award recipients, who were
recognized during National Higher Education Week at
the University's eighth annual Academic Convocation
October 27.
In presenting the teaching excellence awards, Richard
G. Carlson, B.B.A. '71, president of the association,
explained their significance.
"By making these awards," Carlson said, "Western
graduates reaffirm and show appreciation for the
important service provided to the University, to its
students, and to society as a whole by Western's
outstanding educators."
The association initiated the award in 1966, and since
that time, has presented it to ninety-three faculty
members. Recipients are selected on the basis of
nominations received from alumni, students, and
faculty. They receive a plaque, a $1,500 stipend, and a
$1,000 adjustment to their base salary.

Alumni Association leaders serving on the group's
board of directors for 1987-88 are, from left (seated):
Robert Zakar, '73, Dearborn; Deb Mazur-Baker, '81,
Berkley; Michael Dallas, '71, Ada; Alberta Studier, '45,
Muskegon; Patricia Muth, '42, vice president, Okemos;
(standing) Allen Emmons, '65, Grand Rapids; Wendy
Stock, '72, Grand Rapids; Kevin Scott, '78, treasurer,
Detroit; Keith Pretty, '73, past president, Kalamazoo;
Marilyn Peterson, '66, St. Joseph; James Betchek, '52,
Niles; Emily Word, '77, Battle Creek; Ted Hunkins, '40,
Battle Creek; Rick Carlson, '71, president, Winnetka;
Richard Chormann, '59, Kalamazoo; Philip Zwergel,
'59, Stephenson; and Jamie Jeremy, executive director. Not pictured are Patrick Laughlin, '68, Lansing;
Barbara Lett Simmons, '49, Washington, D.C.;
Lawrence Ulmer, '73, Kalamazoo; and Georgia Van
Adestine, '78, Jackson.

How many alumni are in your family?
During the 1987 Homecoming
celebration, more than once
returning alumni were heard to
make comments' such as, "Our
daughter is a freshman here
this year, in fact, she's living in
the same dorm I did and studying what my mother studied
here."
In future issues of this
publication, we would like to
include stories of some of
these families with three or
more generations of Western

graduates in their family tree.
(Currently enrolled students
certainly count for that third,
fourth, or fifth generation.)
If your family is three or
more generations deep in
Western alumni, won't you
write and tell us. Just send the ·
graduates' names, along with
your name, address,, and
telephone number, to the
WMU Alumni Association,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 490083854.

Governor Blanchard appoints two new Board of Trustees members
The most precious gift that
trustees can give
the University is
their commitment of time,
Board of Trustees chair Maury
E. Reed said
during swearing-in ceremonies conducted
James Brady
Richard St. John
October 23 for
the newest members ofWestern's governing body.
James S. Brady, a 1966 alumnus and a·Grand Rapids
attorney, and Richard Y. St. John, a Kalamazoo executive,
were sworn in as trustees one month after Gov. James J.
Blanchard appointed them to the board.
"Being a contributing trustee," Reed said, "requires a
tremendous and continued commitment of time, getting to
know the institution, its programs, and its people. While
there is much to be given and shared in this world, the
most limited and precious gift for each of us is time.
"But with the commitment of time comes knowledge
and knowledge equals power," she said. "And the governor
has empowered you with the trust of the University. On
behalf of the people of the state of Michigan, act fairly and
wisely and above all, do what in your mind and in your
hearts is best for Western Michigan University."
Brady is a partner in the Grand Rapids law firm of
Miller, Johnson, Snell, and Cummiskey. He responded to
Reed's call by saying, "The responsibility and trust I
assume today is that this University should continue, as it
has in the past, to foster .quality education and that it
should make that education available to the sons and
daughters of the working class and the middle class."
St. John, who is manager of community relations at The

Upjohn Company, said he will devote his time to seeing
that Western is a leader in promoting cooperation between
the public and private sector to encourage economic
development.
"Gov. Blanchard had indicated that jobs and economic
development are the forte of his administration and named
No. 1 in supporting that endeavor is higher education," St.
John said. "Western Michigan University should certainly
be a leader in that effort."
Circuit Court Judge William G. Schma of Kalamazoo
administered the oath of office to the new trustees. Their

'Grateful

faculty~

eight-year terms on the eight-member board expire December 31, 1994.
Brady replaces Fred W. Adams of Grosse Pointe, who
was appointed to the University's first governing board in
1964 and had been the only charter member of the board
still serving on it. St. John replaces Charles H. Ludlow of
Kalamazoo, who had served on the board since 1967.
Speaking on behalf of the board, Reed thanked Adams
and Ludlow for their long years of outstanding service.
"We are extremely grateful for their dedication, loyalty,
and love for Western," she said.

praises Haenicke's .vision and leadership

Citing President Diether H. Haenicke for his "broad vision
and dynamic leadership," the University's Faculty Senate
gave Haenicke "a resolution of appreciation" in a surprise
presentation at the end of this year's Academic Convocation October 27 "on behalf of a grateful faculty."
"I was deeply touched," Haenicke told the Senate a
week later. "It was very, very appreciated. I found that I
was speechless. I am no longer speechless. I say thank you
to atl of you from the bottom of my heart."
Such a presentation is unprecedented, observers say,
coming as it does early in the Haenicke presidency and
just three years after the University community was divided
by a faculty strike. Haenicke assumed the presidency in
August 1985 after serving as provost at the Ohio State
University.
This year's three-year agreement between the University
and the WMU chapter of the American Association of
University Professors was reached after only nine sessions
in three weeks of what were described as "nontraditional,
non-adversarial, problem-solving" talks.
That was the shortest period of negotiations, and the
earliest an agreement was reached, in the twelve-year
history of faculty collective bargaining at Western.
At the time the contract was ratified by the University's
Board of Trustees, Haenicke's role in the talks was praised
by board members and union negotiators alike. In fact, in

Dr. Stanley Robin, right, Faculty Senate president, presented a
special "resolution of appreciation" to President Diether H.
Haenicke during this year's Academic Convocation.

another unprecedented action, ·the board ratified the contract July 31, more than a mol)th before union members
did, in an act of good faith.
.
In its resolution, the Senate praised Haenicke for providing Western with "an example of dedication to and affection for academic values and pursuits pervaded by
fairness, strong collegiality, ready humor, and an unfailing
integrity." It expressed its "deep gratitude to President
Haenicke for the broad vision and dynamic leadership with
which he stimulates, protects, and guides the University."

AmongAlumni
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Dear Alumni:

Let me share some good news with you and ask for your assistance
This fall, the University's student population numbers
23,336, the largest enrollment figure since 1975. Of the
23,336 students, 3,240 are beginning freshmen.
Earlier this fall, Susan Hannah, assistant vice president
for academic affairs, expressed "great excitement over the
fall figures," especially the large number of freshmen.
"Some of the factors that contributed to this impressive
enrollment growth include the diversity and high quality of
our programs, outstanding cooperative efforts of our
dedicated faculty and staff, and special assistance from
interested alumni and student leaders," Hannah said.

------------------------ALUMNI ADMISSIONS AMBASSADORS

_ _I am interested in the Alumni Admissions
Ambassadors program. Please send me
further information.
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Grad. Year_ __
Maiden Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Address
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State_ _ _ _ Zip_ _
Phone ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--'--Business

Home

Return form to: Western Michigan University, Alumni
Association, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3854.

HDMICOMllO

~-

~1J

Student Activities
A: The newly resurfaced east corridor of
West Michigan Avenue provided a perfect
race track for the annual Soap Box Derby.
B: Adding new spirit to this year's
Homecoming was the return of several old
traditions, including house displays (ex·
hibits built on residence hall lawns), which
were popular in the 1950s and 1960s.
Hoekje Hall's creative display placed first
in the contest.
C: Thousands of fans enjoyed the football
game and the Bronco Marching Band's
half·time show, despite Western 's 17-0
loss to Miami University.
D: As always, plenty of spectators
cheered on Fritter Fest participants in the
two-minute donut eating contest.

Alumni Activities
E: The highlight of the 1987 Homecoming
celebration was the Distinguished Alumni
Awards Dinner. President Diether H.
Haenicke, far right, and Alumni Association president Rick Carlson, far left, visited
with this year's recipients, from left, Lela
Llorens, Richard Cole, and Barbara
Marineau.

F: Members of the Class of 1962 and their
spouses returned to campus to celebrate
their silver anniversary. Renewing acquaintances and reminiscing with
classmates, from left, (sitting) Karen Hunt
Blush, Karen Wesdorp, Liz Hausseman,
Bill lhne, Phil Ingraham, Karin Ingraham,
Donald Bensing, Kirit Mody, Dick Scholler,
(standing) Judy Stephens Thomas, Nancy
Carleton Donnelly, Darlyne Gould ·
Sawrtwood, Barbara Hays Boyer, Carol
Morris Scholler, Henrietta Hank lhne, Ann
Compton McMinn, Wally McMinn, Tom
Bigelow, Donna Underwood Mody, Barb
Hart Bensing, Barb Hyde Burlingame,
Dennis Kniola, Cheryl Fritz, Ron Fritz, and
Dick Burlingame.
G: Alumni enjoyed a delightful meal while
remembering their school days during the
annual pre-game champagne brunch.

M. Jamie Jeremy
Director, Alumni Relations
Yes, alumni played a part in the recruitment of the
1987 freshmen class.
The entire University community joins me in saying
"thank you and congratulations!" to all the alumni who
served as Alumni Admissions Ambassadors during 198~
87. Your telephone calls to admitted students in your
hometowns did make a difference, as did the time you
devoted to meeting with students personally during Gold
Pride receptions.
All of us are excited about this fall's enrollment figures,
and we want you as alumni to share our excitement. The
steady increase in enrollment in recent years is a great
source of pride for all associated with Western.
That increase is proof that knowledge is spreading
about our excellent academic programs, our friendly campus, and our dedicated faculty and staff. It's still important,
however, that each of us continues to spread the word
about the many good things Western has to offer.
We've already begun to recruit next year's freshman
class. Once again alumni volunteers are needed to join
students, faculty, and staff in sharing their enthusiasm with

those who will make up that class. But as the number of
admitted students continues to grow, more volunteers will
be needed.
Let me take just a moment to explain what is asked of
those who volunteer to be Alumni Admissions Ambassadors. Ambassadors are given the names of five to
eight high school seniors from their hometowns who have
been admitted to the University.
During January and February, we ask that you contact
these students and share with them your enthusiasm about
Western. The Office of Admissions provides each ambassador with a packet of information about Western,
enabling you to answer questions of a general nature.
Should a specific program, admission, or financial aid
question arise, simply refer students to the admissions office and give them the office's toll free telephone number.
Having talked with many of those who have served as
ambassadors in the past, I hear similar comments from all
of them. Here are just a few: "I thoroughly enjoyed talking
about Western with the young people," "I learned a lot
about Western from my involvement in the program," and
"It was fun! Make sure I am on the list for next year."

Are you on the list of alumni who have volunteered
to be an Alumni Admissions Ambassador in 1988? If
not, I urge you to do so today. Simply return the form accompanying this letter or call the Office of Alumni Relations. More information will be mailed to you.
I guarantee you'll enjoy being an ambassador, and at
the same time, you'll be making a significant contribution
to your institution.

High spirits and the return of past traditions
mark Homecoming festivities

Giving

Willard A. Brown Jr., B.B.A. '53, and William U. Parfet
have been re-elected to one-year terms as president and
vice president, respectively, of the WMU Foundation.
Their election, along with that of four new directors,
took place at the Foundation Board of Directors' annual
meeting October 9 in the John E. Fetzer Business
Development Center. Dr. George M. Dennison, provost
and vice president for academic affairs, was the featured
speaker. He outlined Western's critical funding needs in
an address titled "The Pursuit of Excellence: The
Challenge Before Us."
Brown is chair and chief executive officer of Rubloff,
one of the nation's leading industrial real estate
development firms. Since he joined the Chicago, Illinois,
firm in 1955, it has grown from a local company to a
national operation.
Parfet, corporate vice president and treasurer of The
Upjohn Company in Kalamazoo, has held a succession of
positions with the company in accounting and finance,
assuming his present post in 1984. He is a 1970
graduate of Lake Forest College, and has a master of
business administration degree from the University of
Michigan.
Elected to three-year terms as directors of the
Foundation were: Richard M. Hughey, B.A. '52; Clarice
P. Jones, T.C. '25, B.A. '37; Joan H. Krause, B.A. '72;
and Theodore F. McCarty, B.B.A. '59.
Hughey, an attorney with the Kalamazoo law firm of
Deming, Hughey, Lewis, Keiser, Allen, and Chapman,
received his law degree from the University of Michigan.
He is a member of the Foundation and a past president
of the WMU Alumni Association.
Jones retired from Western's faculty in 1974, and
completed her master of social work degree at the
University of Michigan, where she lectured from 1949 to
1965. The chair of the board of the American
Association of Retired Persons from 1984 to 1985, she
received an honorary degree from Western last year.
Krause, an interior decorator with Metternich-Cole
Limited in Grand Rapids, owned several businesses in
the city before joining Metternich-Cole. She was vice
president of Behavior Associates for Business and was
director of development at the Kendall School of Design.
She is a member of the WMU President's Club of major
donors and the Foundation, and a former board member
of the WMU Alumni Association.
McCarty is chair, president, and chief executive officer
of Old Kent Bank in Kalamazoo. Before joining Old
Kent, he was with American National Bank for more
than twenty years, most recently serving as its
president. A member of the Foundation, he earned his
master of business administration degree from Indiana
University.

ABE establishes fund
The Inter-chapter Council of Alpha
Beta Epsilon has established an endowment fund to help support
Western 's Sara Swickard Preschool.
The fund will be known as the ABE
Lucille Abbott Nobbs Endowment Fund.
The interest from the fund will be used
annually to support preschool activities. According to Joyce DeRight,
associate director of the Sindecuse
Health Center and preschool director,
an endowment fund has been needed
for a long time. "The annual earnings
of this fund will allow us to purchase
extra equipment, toys, games, and
educational supplies for our kids, " she
said. ABE intends that the endowment
will be a beginning only, and the Interchapter Council is encouraging ABE
members and friends of the preschool
to make additional contributions. "We
know that this gift by itself will not do
the entire job," Alberta Studier, council
president, said. "What we wanted to
do is make a start toward a fund that
will benefit generations to come. " Participating in .the gift presentation were,
from left, (sitting) Louise Forsleff,
associate vice president of student services, Studier, (standing) Mary Dewald,
Alice Gernant, DeRight, and
Marguerite Zimmerman.
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Re-elected during the
WMU Foundation Board
of Director~' annual
meeting October 9
were, seated left,
Willard A Brown, president, and, seated right,
William U. Parfet, vice
president. The two were
congratulated by, standing from left, Lee H.
Wenke, chief executive
officer of the Foundation and Western's
associate vice president
for development, and
Robert M. Beam,
treasurer of the Foundation and Western 's vice
president for business
and finance.

Richard Hughey

Clarice Jones

Joan Krause

Theodore McCarty

Investing in the University pays big dividends
Russell Howes
Director, Planned Giving
I think we'd all like to have our cake and eat it too. I
know I would!
There are many different ways that you can lend your
support to Western Michigan University. But, did you
know that you can give money away and keep the income?
Well, it is possible, and what's more, the U.S. government
encourages you to do just that with an extra tax incentive.
The most common way in which this works is for you
to give a certain sum of money to a fund which is operated

by Western. In many respects this fund operates just like a
mutual fund and it can earn you a lifetime income. The
fund is invested by professional money managers and pays
its recipients a quarterly income based on earnings.
Buying into this fund is an irrevocable decision, and
because of that, a portion of your original investment is
deemed to be a gift to the University. The amount of that
gift will vary depending upon the number and age of the
beneficiaries.
For example, if a husband and wife who are both
seventy years of age decide to invest in the University and
place $10,000 in the fund, they can arrange to receive an
income for as long as either of them lives. The amount of
the return will vary from year to year. The government encourages this type of investment by making a charitable
deduction available to this couple (based on their ages) of
a little more than $2,900.
Even better, I've found that many people are holding
assets which they bought much earlier in life for growth
potential. Those assets are now worth many times their
original value but actually produce a very small income.
For example, the couple previously mentioned might
very well be holding some stock which they originally purchased for only $1,000. Although that stock is now worth
$10,000, it may be earning a current dividend of only
$200 or $300 a year (two to three percent). If our donors
sold that stock to invest in something that would give
them a larger annual income, they would have to declare a
$9,000 capital gain, and under the new tax law, that could
cost them more than $2,500.
Instead of incurring that kind of expense, the couple

can donate their stock to Western as an inveshrzent, avoid
paying any capital gain tax, substantially increase the annual yield, and still get the same $2,900 tax deduction.

Eventually, of course, the principal which they have
gifted to the University will become the sole property·of
Western and will be put to good use in helping us educate
future generations. That gift can either be an unrestricted
gift to the University or designated for some specific purpose. We're always happy to work with our friends to
determine how these funds will be used.
If you would like to receive further information about
investing in Western, or if you would like to talk to
someone in person about this, please contact me, Russell
Howes, WMU Foundation, Hillside East, Kalamazoo,
Michigan 49008-3855, (616) 383-4973.
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OnCampus
Tragedy emphasizes importance of safety on and off campus
The importance of safety-both on campus and in
society-has been underscored at the University
by a terrible tragedy, raising•everyone's awareness
of both individual and institutional precautions
that should be taken routinely everywhere.
The tragedy was the November 14 murder on
campus of Julie K. Cunningham, an eighteen-yearold freshman from nearby Vicksburg. She apparently took a study break that night to go
jogging at the Kanley outdoor track, where her
body was found the next day.
Campus safety practices are frequently reviewed by University police and student services
personnel; many new measures were put into
place before November 14 and additional steps
have been taken since the tragedy.
"The key ingredients to any safety program
are the choices we make as individuals about what
we do," University President Diether H. Haenicke
told members of the University community in a
November 18 letter published in the Western
Herald student newspaper.
A suspect, Timothy J. Bergman, twenty-four,
of Kalamazoo, was arrested November 24 by
WMU. He was charged with first-degree murder
and felony murder in a two-count warrant
authorized by James Gregart, Kalamazoo County
prosecutor.
Bergman, who lived in the Lovell Street
neighborhood east of the campus, is not and
never has been a WMU student or employee,
Haenicke said. He was arrested the same day a
campus memorial service was held for Cunningham in Kanley Chapel.
-"Though there are no words to comfort Julie's
parents or ourselves, we need this moment to express our grief at Julie's death, and our outrage at

what has happened to this woman and to us all," woods into Goldsworth Valley, and articles were
Haenicke said at the service.
published in the Western Herald asKing inOn November 25, Julie's parents, Dennis and dividuals to use caution when traveling alone on
Margot Cunningham, established an endowed
campus.
scholarship in memory of their daughter. ConAn additional pair of students was added to
tributions may be sent to the WMU Foundation the student patrols immediately after the murder.
in Kalamazoo. Both are bachelor's and master's The patrols began one hour earlier, at 6:00 each
degree graduates of Western, he in 1966 and
night. Effective November 23, residence halls
1969 and she in 1964 and 1968.
hours were changed so that all close at 7:00 each
A twenty-one-member task force of seven law night and reopen at 8:00 a.m. each day. Formerly
enforcement agencies conducted the investigation they were closed from 11:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.
under the leadership of WMU police. A reward of weekdays and 1:00 to 8:00 a.m. weekends.
$33,400, the first $10,000 of which was pledged
Also, locks on all side and rear entrances to
by Haenicke on behalf of the University, was
residence halls were changed so that residents
could enter only by main entrances. Additional
offered through the Kalamazoo County Silent
Observer Program.
student staff members monitor all traffic into the
Haenicke published the open letter in the
residence halls between 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
Herald to review security measures the University All residents must be prepared to show identificaprovides and to point out precautions individuals tion and any non-resident must register between
should take.
those hours.
"Julie's death reminds us all of the vulnerabili- · Activities implemented this fall were in addity of students, faculty, and staff in spite of all our tion to a number of long-standing safety measures
efforts to provide a safe environment," he said in already in practice at the University, Haenicke
the letter.
said. For example, campus buildings are conHaenicke said that long before the November nected by well-lit paths and students have been
strongly advised not to take short-cuts or travel
14 murder occurred, the University was concerned about safety on campus and had taken
alone after dark. None of Westem's outdoor inseveral actions this fall. They included installing tramural, athletics, or recreational facilities is
additional lighting and initiating efforts to replace lighted and none is intended for use after dark.
burned out lights within twenty-four hours.
Three to five marked police vehicles are on
In addition, twenty-four students were hired to patrol twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.
patrol the campus on foot in three pairs between In addition, there are eighteen police call boxes,
7:00 p.m. and 3:00 a.m. seven nights a week. A with telephones that require no dialing, located
student-run escort service was established, warn- throughout campus under blue lights. Three-digit
ings in campus media about after-dark travel were emergency dialing is available at all other
issued, letters were sent to campus residents
telephones.
urging them not to use a pathway through the

Alumni currently honored on the University 's Wall of Distinction
are reviewed by Miguel Ramirez, acting director of the Office of
Minority Student Services, and Ninfa Hernandez, president of the
Hispanic Student Organization and a junior from Hofland. The
alumni being honored are, from left, Alec E. Gores, B.S. '77,
president of Gores Technologies; (top) Timothy 0 Farrow, M.P.A.
'86, Mattawan Village manager; (bottom) John Dominguez, Jr.,
M.A. '70, administrator/director of migrant and bilingual education programs for the Van Buren Intermediate School District;
Julie Simson, B.S. '78, voice instructor of the University Chorus
at Iowa State University; Roy Roberts, B.A. '70, vice president of
personnel administration and development staff for the General
Motors Corporation; (top) Gerald Bagierek, B.S. '72, an instructor
for the Saugatuck Public Schools and 1987's "Michigan history
teacher of the year," as selected by Hillsdale Educational
Publishers and the Michigan Historical Foundation; (bottom)
Mildred Birch, M.A. '75, assistant project director for Wayne
State University's College of Education; and Antonio Flores, M.A.
'77, higher education consultant and Office of Hispanic Education coordinator for the Michigan Department of Education.

Alumnus Keith Pretty named to key legal and legislative post
Keith A. Pretty, B.S. '73, has been appointed to the joint
post of general counsel and vice president for legislative
affairs. Pretty is currently a member of the Alumni
Association Board of Directors, and in 1986 served as its
president.
A native of Allen Park, Pretty had been senior
representative for the Amoco Corporation in
Washington, D.C., where he was responsible for
congressional and executive branch representation for
the parent company and its subsidiaries. From 1983 to
1986, he was Amoco's senior government affairs
representative in Lansing, and from 1980 io 1983, he
was the company's government affairs representative in
Detroit.
"Western has always been an anchor in my life,"
Pretty said when asked about his appointment. "It's
always been something I could come back to and put
my efforts behind. The position here is one of very few
. for which I would leave Amoco-one of the finest
employers in the country."
In fact, it was an internship he began at Western in his
senior year that led to Pretty' s career in government relations. Arranged by now professor emeritus William Morrison, the internship involved a lobbying effort in Lansing

on behalf of a proposed law school for Western.
"That was a real career opportunity," he recalled.
"Thanks to Dr. Morrison, I was able to work with
legislators and others in government, as well as with faculty members and administrators at Western. It broadened
my view of the institution and helped to set the pattern for
my career."
Co-captain of the Bronco football team in 1972, Pretty
studied political science while at Western. In 1978 he
earned his Doctor of Law degree from the Thomas M.
Cooley Law School in Lansing, and one year later he
was admitted to the Michigan State Bar. Since 1983 he
has taught as an adjunct assistant professor in Western's
public administration and master of business
administration programs.
His appointment completed a reorganization
recommended by President Diether H. Haenicke. It
separated the University's governmental relations and
public relations functions and merged the governmental
relations functions with those of the University attorney.
In the reorganization, Martin R. "Joe" Gagie, formerly
executive director of governmental relations and
communications, was named executive director of public
relations and communications.

Keith Pretty
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Executive Director
M. Jamie Jeremy, Kalamazoo
James L. Betchek, '52, Niles
Richard I. Chormann, '59, Kalamazoo
Michael C. Dallas, '71, Ada
Allen C. Emmons, '65, Grand Rapids
Ted Hunkins, '40, Battle Creek
Patrick Laughlin, '68, Lansing
Deborah J. Mazur-Baker, '81, Berkley
Marilyn Peterson, '66, St Joseph
Barbara Lett Simmons, '49, Washington,
D.C.
Wendy Stock, '72, Grand Rapids
Alberta Studier, '45, Muskegon
Lawrence Ulmer, '73, Kalamazoo
Georgia Van Adestine, '78, Jackson
Emily Word , '77, Battle Creek
Robert Zakar, '73 , Dearborn
Philip Zwergel, '59, Stephenson

Sports
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Rob Buck
guides
spikers

to the top

Western' s volleyball picture has improved dramatically in
the ten years since Rob Buck took over as head coach.
Not only have the Broncos won six straight Mid-American
Conference titles, but the program is now recognized as
one of the country's best.
Buck, who went into this year's play with a seventy-six
match conference winning streak, posted winning records
in all but his inaugural season and has more than 250
career coaching victories at Western. His impressive
records and the Broncos' rise to national prominence,
however, have not come easy.
When Buck first arrived on campus, the volleyball program was anything but solid. In fact, the head coaching
job wasn't even a full-time position, and the overall budget
was a mere tenth of what it is today.
"It was a crazy period of time when I started," Buck
says. "I wanted to be able to build my own program, to
build a volleyball tradition at Western Michigan University,
and I wanted to do it now. I didn't have the concepts,
structure, goals, or resources. The only things I had were
myself and a whole bunch of energy."
When the going gets tough ...
The thirty-five-year-old native of Battle Creek says initially
he had numerous failures. "But they never stopped me
from continuing," he adds. "I was terribly frustrated at
times, but I had so much enthusiasm that nothing got in
my way. No disappointment was insurmountable."
Although Buck characterizes himself as a competitive
person who loves to excel and win, he says it's his personal growth as a coach that motivates him.
"It's the satisfaction of getting better every day that
drives me," he explains. "Each day I go home and
evaluate. When I stop growing as a coach, that's when I'll
get out of this whole thing."
Buck contends there are three things coaches have to
do to be successful. "First, you must coach the
team-getting the players physically in shape, technically
smart, and ready to compete," he says. "Next, you have to
recruit good athletes so that you continue to build the pro-

gram. Well, a lot of coaches stop there. We don't. Our
philosophy is that you have to promote the program, and
be a visible entity not only in your community, but
regionally and nationally as well."
Program, player growth go hand in hand
Today Western's team puts considerable time and energy
into a number of activities away from the competitive collegiate scene, and Buck believes these activities are what
make Bronco volleyball such an outstanding experience for
student-athletes. His players regularly go out into the
greater Kalamazoo area to conduct clinics and schools for
young players. They also participate in Volleycamp, a summer volleyball camp at Western for youngsters from
throughout the Midwest.
"I believe we have the best overall program in the
country right now in terms of the complete package,"
Buck says. "This program has gone through such transi-

tion over the last five or six years that we're just now
starting to understand and develop the exact structure. My
idea of a college program is for it to be well rounded-a
resource center for the development of the player."
Buck's drive and his commitment to both the sport of
volleyball and the University have paid dividends for both
himself and Western. When the 1987 season began, the
Broncos were ranked twentieth in the nation by the Collegiate Volleyball Coaches Association, and they were being led to a two-time MAC "coach of the year" and
Volleyball Monthly's 1983 national "coach of the year."
The latter honor was earned the year Buck's team won
thirty-two straight matches before losing to eventual runner-up UCLA is the National Collegiate Athletic Association's Mideast regional finals.
Late start didn't dim enthusiasm
Buck, who didn't begin to compete in volleyball until he
was out of high school, played for three seasons at Ball
State University in Muncie, Indiana. His ability earned him
an invitation to attend the U.S: team trials for the 1975
Pan American Games.
Although he got a relatively late start in the sport,
Buck says his enthusiasm for volleyball has continued to
increase. Now, he says, it has become his life.
"It's what I've spent most of my life on for the last ten
years," he says. "I don't expect it to be as important to
other people as it is to me, but I'd like others to recognize
and have an appreciation of how I feel about this program.
And then maybe they can deal with me in a little bit different light."
Noting that volleyball is "fast, powerful, and aggresisve," Buck says the sport demands an enormous
amount of discipline. However, he adds that instilling
discipline is only part of the challenge o_f coaching the
game.
"The secret is to find a way to have your players make.
conscious decisions on their own to be champions," he explains. "As a coach I try to find a way to put my players in
an environment where they have to make a conscious effort to become better, where they take responsibility for
their own actions, and where they develop their own goals
and structure a path towards achieving those goals. That's
how you make a champion."

Hockey standout offers
pointers at clinic
Former Bronco great Dan Dorion took
time out of his professional routine to
pass along a few hockey tips during a
clinic held earlier this year at Western. A
1982 draft pick of the National Hockey
League 's New Jersey Devils, Dorion
played right wing for the Broncos while
studying communication. In 1986, his last
year at Western, he led the nation in scoring and was runner-up for the Hobey
Baker Award, college hockey's equivalent
to football's Heisman Trophy. When he
completed that last season, he had broken
every WMU scoring record and had
become the Central Collegiate Hockey
Association's all-time leading scorer.

Western inducts five into its Athletic Hall of Fame; pays tribute to athlete/coach John Gill
One coach and four athletes are the newest former Broncos to become members of the Athletic Hall of Fame,
which was established in 1973 and now includes sixtyseven members. The five, swimming coach Ed Gabel, track
standout Bill Loving, baseball star Wayne Terwilliger, nationally known field hockey performer Karel McCulloch
Bailey, and wrestling champion Doug Wyn, were honored
during induction ceremonies held October 2 and 3.
The "W" Club, in conjunction with the hall of fame activities, paid tribute to John Gill, one of Western's best
known athletes and coaches. Gill lettered in, and later
coached football, track, basketball, and baseball. He was
one of the charter hall of fame inductees.
Ed Gabel
Gabel joined Western in 1947 as athletic trainer and
physical education instructor. He began the swimming program on a club basis in 1956 and elevated it to varsity
status the following year. During his fifteen seasons, his
teams won two Mid-American Conference titles (1963 and
1964).
Gabel retired in 1972 as associate professor of physical
education. Two years later, Western's natatorium was
named in his honor.

Bill Loving
Loving earned four letters at Western, co-captained the
1929 and 1930 track squads, and won two Michigan Intercollegiate high hurdles crowns. He died in 1976, and in
1982 the newly constructed William C. Loving Jr. Elementary School in Detroit was named in his honor.
Loving had a lengthy tenure as a teacher and counselor
in the Detroit Public School system until his retirement in
1973. Instrumental in forming numerous school and community youth programs while a counselor, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt cited him for two awards based on
his achievements in education and civic affairs.

Karel McCulloch Bailey
Bailey graduated from Western in 1974 after competing
four years in field hockey and one year each in volleyball
and track. While performing in the U.S. Field Hockey
Association from 1972 through 1983, she was named to
seven Great Lakes sectional all-star squads, including five
first-team selections.
Since 1975 Bailey has coached girls' track at North
Muskegon High School, where she has won three state,
two regional, and five conference championships. She has
also directed the high school's volleyball squad to a
district title and its basketball squad to two district crowns.

Wayne Terwilliger
Terwilliger is best remembered at Western for his talent as
a baseball player. He lettered as an infielder from 1946 to
1948, and had a .323 career batting average, having hit
more than .300 each season. He also lettered in basketball.
After graduation, Terwilliger signed with the Chicago
Cubs. He played parts of nine major league seasons with
the Cubs, Brooklyn Dodgers, Washington Senators, New
York Giants, and Kansas City Athletics. In 1961 he began
taking to the playing field as a minor and major league
manager. Currently, he is first base coach for the world
champion Minnesota Twins.

Doug Wyn
Wyn had an 89-15 mark from 1971 through 1974, earning
a 30-0 record against collegiate opponents in 1974 and
winning the NCJ\A 167-pound championship. He is one of
only three MAC wrestlers to ever pick up three AllAmerican certificates, and is the only Western matman to
have .won three MAC titles.
Following graduation, Wyn spent several years with
Northern Air Services of Grand Rapids as a flight instructor and charter pilot, while also working in sales,
marketing, and advertising. Currently he works for Rapids
Control Services, where he is involved with sales, hightechnology engineering, and design work.
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Mathematics professor finds
the right equation for success
There's no mathematical formula to tell faculty
members how to divide their time between teaching and
research. But Dr. Gary Chartrand must have come up
with the right equation.
This year, the professor of mathematics and statistics
was recognized for his classroom skills with the Alumni
Teaching Excellence Award. In 1979, he earned the
Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award-the University's
most prestigious recognition for research.
"I guess I primarily think of myself as a researcher,
since there's always some mathematical problem floating
around in my head," he says. "But I know that it's
·
possible to do justice to
both teaching and
research."
More important than
recognizing his
achievements as a teacher,
Chartrand says this year's
award is special to him
because it's being presented
for the first time to a
faculty member in the
Department of Mathematics
and Statistics.
"Our department has
several outstanding
teachers," he says. "I'm
happy that the department
is being recognized for its
teaching in addition to its
fine research record."

"First, there is his
enthusiasm and
genuine love of
mathematics. This
love is converted
into an infectious
energy and
excitement in class
that can only stir a
student's interest. "

Chartrand has been a faculty member since 1964. He
began teaching at Western immediately after earning his
bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees in
mathematics from Michigan State University.
"I've always loved mathematics-even in junior high
school and high school," he says. "I started out in
engineering at Michigan State, but it was only the
mathematics that I thoroughly enjoyed. So I decided to
major in math."
Chartrand is a specialist in graph theory, which he
explains as an area of mathematics that "explores
relationships between objects. Although I especially
enjoy the theory," he says, "I am also very interested in
its many applications, particularly those that involve
computer science."
The author or coauthor of five books and more than
100 professional journal articles, Chartrand was the first
managing editor of the award-winning Journal of Graph
Theory.
Where does he find the time for research and
publication between class preparation and teaching?
"I'm constantly juggling my schedule between
research, teaching, and committee work," he says. "Each
one takes a great deal of time.
''When I'm teaching, that's always the number one
priority,"· he continues. "If I'm not teaching, say during
the spring or summer, then I can devote more time to
research. Otherwise, it's not until I'm done teaching for
the day that I can start thinking about research."
Chartrand has taught a v~riety of-subjects at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels. Some of the courses
include algebra, pre-calculus, all levels of calculus,
linear and modern algebra, discrete mathematics,
mathematical proofs, and graph theory.
His goal in any class, he says, is to present the
material in such a way that the students both
understand it and enjoy it.
"I hope my students feel that I care about them and
respect them, and that I want them to do well and
understand the material. I enjoy mathematics and I
want them to enjoy it as well," he says.
A former graduate student echoed those thoughts in
nominating Chartrand for the teaching excellence
award. "His extraordinary success with his graduate
students clearly shows that Dr. Chartrand presents his
subject effectively, stimulates thinking, arouses interest,
and develops understanding," the former student wrote.
When asked to reveal some of his unique teaching
methods, Chartrand shrugs and says, "There's no uniqm
technique that I use. However, it certainly helps to be

prepared and to be ready to answer
questions.
"I think no matter how many times
you've taught a course, you must always
go into class prepared," he says. "I think ·
I'm a fairly organized person. I always
know what I intend to discuss and the
order in which I want to discuss it."
A nomination from one of the eleven
doctoral degree recipients Chartrand has
advised emphasized the professor's skill in
that area. "It's obvious that he prepares
lectures with skill and a care for details,"
the former student said. "No question
ever seems to surprise him. In fact, he
seems to have already anticipated it."
Chartrand says that once people have
been teaching for a while, they get
accustomed to the questions students are
likely to ask. "But one thing that is very important is
never to put the student down," he says, "no matter
what the question is. Sometimes students say, 'This is a
stupid question, but . . . . ' If that's the question they
have, then it's not a stupid question as far as I'm
concerned-it's a good question."
Besides organization and receptiveness, Chartrand says
he thinks all teachers need to have a deep interest in
their subjects so that it spills over onto their students.
The same doctoral recipient who praised Chartrand's
skillful class preparation called him a model for others
when it comes to that kind of enthusiasm. "It is for
other reasons that I feel he deserves to be recognized as
an outstanding teacher," he continued in his letter.
"First, there is his enthusiasm and genuine love of
mathematics. This love is converted into an infectious
energy and excitement in class that can only stir a
student's interest."
While Chartrand admits his research and teaching
often compete with each other, he also says his research
activities stimulate his enthusiasm in the classroom.
"Through resear~h, I'm constantly seeing mathematics
evolve in front of me. There are new things going on all
the time. The advantage of doing research is that I know
how mathematics is growing, and I can present this
exciting information to my students."

Agriculture specialist has a
down-to-earth classroom style
Dr. Max E. Benne's teaching career can be summed up
in one word-dedication.
Benne's dedication to teaching, to students, and to
agriculture were the most frequently cited reasons
former students nominated him for an Alumni
Association Teaching Excellence Award.
"This man's dedication is what makes the WMU
agriculture program so special," one alumna wrote in
her nominating form. "His support to this program has
earned the respect of all who have been involved. . . . I
feel that Dr. Benne is Western's agriculture program."
An associate professor of consumer resources and
technology, Benne is currently the only full-time
member of Western's agriculture program, which has
about forty agriculture and agri-business majors. He
teaches a full load of courses, while handling most of
the program's advising, recruiting, alumni relations, and
job placement duties. In addition, he promotes the
program throughout the state and represents it on
various campus committees.
Becoming such a dedicated .and versatile teacher has
been a natural progression for Benne, who says he
considers his greatest teaching achievement to be the
positive feedback he has received from students and
alumni. The soft-spoken, inquisitive professor grew up
on a small farm near Mason. As he puts it, he "milked
cows and went to class," while his father farmed and
taught agricultural chemistry at Michigan State
University.
Benne, a former 4-H agent stationed in Lenawee
County, co-owned a farm himself by the time he began
his teaching career in 1960. Half seriously, he says he
started teaching agriculture and science courses in a

"We not only get
to hear real-life
examples and
problems, but we
also get to see how
things are moving
from a cun-ent
source, not some
stale textbook. "

small Brighton, Indiana,
high school because
somebody offered him
a job.
"We bought the farm,
and I tried to find a job
in that area; that's how I
found the teaching
position," he explains.
The farm Benne refers
to is a 515-acre crop and
livestock operation in
Sturgis. He and his
veterinarian brother,
Richard, bought the farm
together and continue to
operate it along with
Benne's wife, Beverley,
and Richard's wife, Errol.
enne's qualifications as a teacher, however, don't
ome solely from his interest in farming. He has three
egrees from Michigan State-a bachelor's degree in
airy production, a master's degree in dairy farm
anagement, and a doctoral degree in continuing
ducation. In fact, it was his decision to pursue a
octorate that eventually led him to Western in 1964.
To offset the cost of his doctoral studies, he took a
art-time teaching position in Western's College of
Education. "So I was commuting between Sturgis, East
Lansing, and Kalamazoo," he says, shaking his head and
noting that "gas was a lot cheaper then."
Benne left Western briefly in 1967 to help coordinate
an international living program and then to teach at
Glen Oaks Community College. After two years he
returned to Western when a full-time position opened
up in the Department of Directed Teaching. In 1975 he
moved to the Department of Agriculture, which is now
part of the Department of Consumer Resources and
Technology.
He says he made the switch because enrollment in
teaching programs was declining nationwide and he was
ready for a change. "I enjoy agriculture very much," he
says. "The vocation and avocation are more similar than
when I was involved in (the College oO Education."
vidence of his two-fold interest in agriculture fills his
mall office, where course schedules and rows of books
ingle with pictures of his farm and promotional
tickers sporting sayings like, "I love milk."
That duality also permeates his classrooms, where he
rings together sound teaching and personal experience.
"Dr. Beirne has a method of teaching his classes that
ives the students extra help in learning. Things make
ense when he explains them, and they fit together
ell," one student wrote, adding that Benne's farming
xperiences contribute to his effectiveness. "We not only
et to hear real-life examples and problems," the student
continued "but we also get to see how things are
' a current source, not some stale textbook"
moving from
.
Benne says he tries to achieve an open, cooperative
climate in his classes, where students feel free to ask
questions and can interact with each other as well as
their teacher. At the same time, he says he tries to vary
how he presents material. Rather than emphasizing
lectures, for example, he frequently utilizes group work,
field trips, and presentations by professional speakers.
is ultimate goal as a teacher, however, is to go
beyond booklearning.
"I hope that students get some skills about what
questions to ask to solve problems in the future," he
says. "I give them the obvious data to remember, but
I'm more interested in getting them to understand what
they need to know to solve a problem and how to find
the necessary information."
Benne's interest in the future success of his students
and his dedication have earned him their vote for a
teaching excellence award. Yet he says he was "quite
surprised" to have won.
"It's some recognition which has been a goal I've
desired and it's very satisfying,'' he says. "To me the
teaching part of my work at Western is what I've been
interested in."
As for what he plans to do with his $1,500 in award
money, don't make the mistake of joking about it going
toward a down payment on a new tractor. You guessed
it, the answer in all seriousness is yes.

Teaching, in Latin or English,
is a way of life for Groper
If you ask Dr. Meshulam Groper what he's most proud
of, he will tell you it's the thousands of students he has
taught since joining Westem's faculty seven years ago.
Because to the professor of mechanical engineering,
teaching is what he refers to as "modus vivenvi" (Latin
for a way of life), and his students reflect his success as
a teacher.
"I don't think that there's anything else I would
rather do than teach," he explains. "I've always felt that
this is not just my vocation. This is what I want to do
and, probably, what I know best. When I do something
related to my profession, I really enjoy what I'm doing.
And I don't feel tired when I'm doing it either."
Groper believes that type of passion for teaching can't
be forced. Rather, he says, it comes naturally. "If you
don't like to teach, you had better go and find
something else to do," he recommends. "A desire to
teach is the most important qualification for being a
teacher, besides having the academic credentials."
Recalling his high school years, Groper says he was
"inclined to mathematics, physics, and other technical
subjects." He pursued his interest in engineering by
earning bachelor's and master's degrees in physics
mechanics from the University "Al.I. Cuza" in Jassy,
Romania, and a doctoral degree in science from
Technion (University) in Haifa, Israel. While at
Technion, he served as an adjunct professor and senior
researcher in the Department of Civil Engineering.
"What I like most about engineering is the scientific
and creative approaches to solving problems and the
possibility of helping others," Groper says.
~He came to Western in 1980 as an adjunct professor
in what was then the Department of Mathematics. After
teaching calculus for one year, he was reappointed as an
associate professor in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering, where he now teaches courses on the
mechanics of materials, statics, dynamics, and
mechanical systems, among others.
Groper can usually be found in his office seven days a
week writing research papers and preparing lessons,
which are a combination of lectures and experiments.
While developing demonstrations to accompany his
lectures may take extra time and effort, Groper believes
they're necessary to help students grasp concepts and
ideas that are often abstract.
"I give demonstrations even for courses in which I'm
not supposed to bring in all kinds of little experiments,"
he confides. "I believe that when you present a new
concept to students, you must come prepared with an
experiment which reinforces this new concept."
"His intense desire to transmit knowledge is
readily seen when viewing the active,
participatory atmosphere he creates in the
classroom," wrote one student nominating him
for the award. "Dr. Groper establishes an
environment of mutual respect with his students
that fosters a desire to take the learning
experience beyond simple knowledge."
Groper claims that he can tell in an instant
whether or not his students understood the
material he presented, simply by keeping visual
contact with the class. He says he learned this
teaching technique by studying under excellent
professors himself.
"My professors came to class perfectly
prepared, with only a piece of chalk. They told
me after I had graduated that they had notes to
the class in their pockets, just in case. But they
never used them," he explains. "The trick is
that if you're prepared and not tied to your notes, you
can see what is happening with your students."
Other teaching "tricks" Groper uses include setting
ground rules for students at the beginning of each
semester and firing questions at students during
lectures to keep them on their toes. "My method of
teaching is asking questions to keep students aware of
what is going on and to make sure they understand me.
And they like this-I know," he says confidently.

"Although he is very
demanding, and 'runs
a tight ship, ' I feel
that I have gained
new insights from
him beyond academic
growth."
"He is constantly quizzing the class during his
lecture," another one of Groper's students wrote. "This
method of teaching is challenging to the students
because it makes us come to class prepared and keeps
us thinking one step ahead of him."
While Groper has a reputation for being a "tough
grader," he's also viewed as a personal friend by many of
his students. "Although he is very demanding, and 'runs
a tight ship,' I feel that I have gained new insights from
him beyond academic growth," one student commented.
"If I was to choose any professor for a personal friend, I
would definitely choose Dr. Groper."
The author of more than sixty technical papers, Groper
believes research and teaching go hand in hand, and he
notes that there hasn't been a year when he hasn't
conducted research or published his findings.
"I believe that by conducting research and updating
myself on what is happening in my field, I become a
better instructor," he explains. "In addition to the
material included in my syllabus, I inform my students
of some very, very new technologies as a result of
current research."
Working closely with his students, Groper encourages
them to assist him in his research, as well as to publish
their own ideas. He adds that several of his students
have become coauthors of his publications and he
"always recognizes their participation as equals."
When asked about why he thinks he was selected for
this award, Groper seems puzzled. "It caught me by

surprise," he admits. "Here at Western, we have a bunch
of very good professors who deserve at least the
recognition I received. Why I was luckier than the
others, I don't know." But he adds, "I am happy that my
former and current students and my colleagues
appreciate the fact that I honestly try hard to deserve
my paycheck."
Ruth A. Stevens, writer (Dr. Chartrand)
Jeanne Baron, writer (Dr. Benne)
Sherri Cadeaux-Barry, writer (Dr. Groper)
Nell G. Rankin, photographer
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AlumNotes
1920-44
Virginia Given Walbridge, TC '22, and her
husband, Fred, celebrated their sixtieth wedding
anniversary June 25 in Battle Creek. She retired
as a Battle Creek teacher in 1955, and they have
two sons.
Louis Roberts, BA '28, and his wife, Leda,
celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary
June 28 in Mendon. He is retired from the Ferris
State College faculty, and they live in Tampa, FL.
Abe Drasin, BA '31, former mayor of Grand
Rapids, was the subject of a long editorial
commentary in the Grand Rapids Press late last
June.
Mildred Wood Perg BA '34, had a painting in
the Holland Friends of the Art show this
summer.
Richard Patterson, BS '40, TC '48, has retired
after twenty-one years as a member of the
Parchment School Board.
Don Pikkaart, BA '40, was honored for long
· service to area sports activities in June with a
· golf outing at the Kalamazoo Elks Country Club.
Josephine Ginnens Russell, BS '41, has been
selected for a Michigan First Lady Award for her
initiation of a "Wild and Wonderful" campaign to
plant wild flowers along Michigan highways. She
has recently completed a two-year term as
president of the Federated Garden Clubs of
Michigan. She lives in Kalamazoo.
Iva Gettys, TC '42, BS '67, retired in June as a
teacher at the Gull Road Elementary School and
was chosen "elementary teacher of the year" for
the Richland schools.
Jack Streidl, BS '42, has been named the
Michigan Sports Sages' Man of the Year for 1987.
He lives in Plainwell, where he retired after
serving as a high school coach there.
Phyllis VerWest Cleveland, BS '43, has become
Kalamazoo Township supervisor, appointed to fill
a vacancy until November 1988.

1945-54
R. Vern Beckwith, BA '47, will appear in the
seventeenth edition of Whos Who in California.
He is a certified public accountant now living in
La Mesa1 CA.

Jerome Pflieger, '60

David Smith, '64

Laurene Timmerman Grashom, BS '47, MA

'67, retired in June as a Kalamazoo teacher.
Gamet-June Scales Cottrell, BS '48, MA '66,

has been promoted to professor of
communication at Western.
Carolyn Sipe, BS '48, and her husband, Lester,
celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary
August 15 in Battle Creek. She retired as a
teacher there in 1975.
Marilyn Mhdown, TC '50, BS '62, MA '75, was
named Coldwater "teacher of the year" for 1987.
She is a kindergarten teacher in the Jefferson
school.
Jack Blanke, BS '50, MA '54, has retired from
the Kalamazoo schools, where he was director of
· the schools' foundation, and had for a number of
years been principal of Loy Norrix High School.
The Rev. David L. Crawford, BA' 50, Hartford,
has been elected to serve as a clergy delegate to
the North Central jurisdictional conference of the
United Methodist Church in 1988. His wife,
Kathzyn DeVinney Crawford, BM '52 is an
alternate lay delegate to the conference.
Karl Sandelin, BA '50, MA '53, has been cited
as the 1987 Michigan Exporter of the Year, by
Michigan Business magazine, the Michigan
district Export Council, and state and local
agencies. He is vice president of international
sales for Kalsec, Inc. in Kalamazoo, a firm doing
business in spices all over the world.
John Spindler, BA '51; retired June 30 as
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1955-59
Thelma Burnside, BS '55, has received a
Michigan First Lady Award for her community
service as a Burr Oak teacher.
Herman Kiewiet, BBA '55, MA '58, retired in
June as a Kalamazoo teacher and has become a
farmer in Three Rivers.
Martha Mesick Meinsinger, BS '55, has been
elected vice president of the Mortar Board
Alumni Club of Kalamazoo.
Carolyn Rieger, SC '56, BS '58, MA '63, retired
last spring as a teacher at Marshall High School.
She lives in Battle Creek.
Arthur E. Benford, BS '57, has been honored
by the Whirlpool chapter of Sigma Xi society for
his contributions to plastics technology as a
senior product engineer for Whirlpool at its
Evansville, IN, facility. He was given the Elisha
Gray II Award.
Charles L. Burkett, BS '57, has become
administrative director of the Michigan Farm
Bureau, Lansing.
Lt. Laurence J. Glover, '57, retired in May as
commander of the Manistee Post, Michigan State
Police.
Robert S. Howell, MA '57, retired in June after
thirty years as principal of Pickford High School.
Richard A. Yingling, BA '57, was re-elected
during the summer as vice president of the

Regional alumni events
Denver

Denver area alumni, following
a successful event in October,
will journey to Colorado
Springs Saturday, January 23,
to watch the Bronco hockey
squad face off against the U.S.
Air Force Academy.
A pre-game gathering will be
held, where alumni will be
joined by Westem's hockey
coach, Bill Wilkinson, and its
alumni director, Jamie Jeremy.
Watch the mail for details. If
you have questions, call Jeff
Priestap (303) 337-2354 or
Randy Brown (303) 757-2278.

National Association of Professional Insurance
Agents.
Patricia Buist, BA '58, MA '60, retired in June
as a Kalamazoo teacher.
Joan Bredahl Henderson, BS '58, has been
· promoted to chief of police in Decatur. She was
originally a teacher.
Margaret Wallace Read, BS '58, was accorded
the Honors of the Association by the
Massachusetts Speech-Language-Hearing
Association at its May convention. She lives in
Auburndale, MA.
Pearl Sarno, BS '58, MA '65, has received a
Michigan First Lady Award for her service to
many Van Buren County organizations while
teaching in Covert.
Nancy Watterworth Spitters, BM '58, directed
a summer play for the Lakeshore Summer
Theatre, St. Joseph.
Richard F. Chormann, BS '59, president of
First of America Bank Corp., is this year a
member of the executive council, Michigan
Bankers Association.

principal of the Bryant Elementary School,
Owosso.
Richard Barron, BA '52, has been elected to
the board of trustees of the Detroit Institute of
Music and Dance. He is president and chief
executive officer of Michigan Bell
Communications.
James K. VanderWeele, BA '52, and MA '57,
and his wife, Joann Fusko VanderWeele, BA '58,
MA '61, have retired from the Parchment schools.
He was a principal.
Robert C. Hruska, BA '53, has been promoted
to vice president of marketing and sales for
Durametallic Corp., Kalamazoo.
Norma Crane Hungerford, BS '54, MA '68, has
been promoted to associate professor in the field
experience office of Western's College of
Education.
Ronald Miller, BS '54, MA '56, retired in June
as a Kalamazoo teacher.

1960-61
Fred Beane, BS '60, retired in June as a
Kalamazoo teacher.
Dr. Robert A. DeYoung, MA '60, SEd '65, was
elected to the Kalamazoo Board of Education last
June. He is a retired Kalamazoo school
administrator.
Thomas W. Lambert, MBA '60, has been
appointed trustee of the Arts Foundation of
Michigan. He is senior vice president of First of
America Corp., Kalamazoo.
Sandy Ballinger Peterson, BS '60, MA '63, has
been named to the Hall of Fame of the Michigan
School Tennis Coaches Association. She is
assistant athletic director at Portage Northern
High School.
Jerome C. Pflieger, BS '60, has joined OMYA,
Inc. in Proctor, VT, as a papermaker in its
technical services group.
Ronald K. Ferris, BS '61, retired in June as
Comstock Park High School principal.
William E. Howes, BA '61, MA '75, is the new
superintendent this fall for the Breitung
Township schools, Kingsford.
Betty Tydeman, MSL '61, retired in June as a
Kalamazoo librarian.

ORDER FORM-ALUMNI SHIRTS

Florida

The annual series of alumni
events in Florida has been
scheduled, and Jamie Jeremy,
alumni director, is looking forward to meeting with Westem's sunshine-state alumni.
Events will be held at the
following locations:
• Tuesday, February 16Park Suite Hotel, Orlando
• Thursday, February 18Holiday Inn Riverfront,
Bradenton
• Friday, February 19Las Fontanas, Clearwater
• Sunday, February 21Miami Lakes Inn,
Miami Lakes
• Monday, February 22Bath and Tennis Club,
Naples

·aty.

T-Shirt

Color
White/
Sweatshirt Type
Size
Crewneck/Hooded S/M/UXL Gold

City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State,_ _ _ _ Zip_ _
Phone(H) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (8) - - - - - - - -

Quantity

Cost

T-Shirt _ _ _ _ _ x$ 8.00- - - - - -

Alumni Association new life members
Robert D., B.A. '36, and Barbara
VanBlarcom, Kalamazoo
Robert M. Tacy, B.B.A. '83, Westland
Cheryl Thomae Tacy, B.A. '74,
Westland
Wllllam R. Wagner, B.A. '82,
Alexandria, Virginia
Earl E. Woolcott, B.S. '53, Trenton
Stephen R. Mitchell, B.A. '56, San
Antonio, Texas
Deland L. Davie, B.B.A. '84, Alliance,
Ohio
Randall J. Scholten, B.B.A. '76,
Rich land
Judith White, B.B.A. '86, Kalamazoo
carole Zwart Kearney, B.B.A. '82,
Chicago, llllnols
Marilyn Hinkel Taylor, B.S. '64, Camas,
Washington
Ula Streeter leberg, B.A. '34, Gladwin
Mark S. Peper, B.B.A. '84, Farmington
Hiiia
.
Maxine Hazzard Torrey, T.C. '40, B.S.
'57, Lake Odessa
Peul, B.S. '68, and Nancy Marcinek,
Thomasville, Georgia

Paul T. Hoelderle, B.S. '60, M.B.A. 'S7,
Centerville, Ohio
Salley Stephens Hoelderle, B.A. '63,
Centervllle, Ohio
Steven F. Thompson, B.B.A. '83, St.
Joseph
David J. Nancarrow, B.S. '69,
Binn Ingham
Nonnan L. Hente, B.S. '84, Granite City,
llllnol•
Eldon c. Barclay, B.S. '80, Drayton
Plains
Lynn S. Ekkene Barclay, B.A. '79,
Drayton Plaine
Virginia M. Hopkins McCord, B.A. '69,
M.A. '75, Holt
Edward J. Lynch, B.S. '83, Rapid City,
South Dakota ,
Randy B. Brown, B.B.A. '84, Denver,
Colorado
Geoffrey E. Balkam, D.Ed. '79,
Columbus, North Carolina
Kenneth E. Raby, B.B.A. '82, Grand
Rapids
Elizabeth Gabe Raby, B.B.A. '83, Grand
Rapids
Wiiiiam E. McCallum, B.B.A. '68, M.B.A.
'69, Walnut Creek, California
Gerald L. Foley, B.B.A. '61, Woodside,
Callfomla
Darwin D. Stier, B.S. '69, M.A. '73,
Midland

Student alumni offering gift idea

The Student Alumni Association proudly offers alumni
the perfect gift idea-a Western Michigan alumni
sweatshirt or a Western Michigan alumni T-shirt (not
pictured). These 50 percent polyester and 50 percent
cotton sweatshirts and T-shirts with the Western
alumni emblem are available in gold or white. The
sweatshirts are again available with a hood or a crew
neck. Sizes for both sweatshirts and T-shirts are
adult small, medium, large, and extra large. To order
one of these shirts, simply complete the form on the
right and send it along with your check, money order,
or Visa or MasterCard number to: Alumni Sweatshirts, WMU Alumni Association, Western Michigan
University, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-3854. The sweatshirts and T-shirts can be ordered anytime throughout
the year. Please allow six weeks for delivery.

Crewneck _ _ _ x $17 .00 - - - - - Hooded

x$21.00- - - - - -

Shipping/Handling

$2.50

Total Enclosed

Make checks payable to the WMU Alumni Association
Acct.#
inter Bank# D D D D Exp. Date - - - - Acct.#
Expiration Date - - - - - - - - - - - (Signature)
If shipping address is different from the address written above,
please complete the following. Ship to:
Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Address-----------------City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ _ Zip_ _

-------

Shipped Date_ _ _ __
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Alumnus is Michigan Professor of the Year
Robert Husband and his wife were
digging for grasshoppers on a glacier in
Montana when it was announced he
had been named 1987 Michigan
Professor of the Year by the Council for
the Advancement and Support of
Education in Washington, D.C.
Husband, a biology professor at
Adrian College who received his
master's degree in physical science
from Western in 1960, said in an article
in The Daily Telegram that he was
surprised he received the award and
was not sure what it was at first.
The award is based on
recommendations made by former
students, collegues, and administrators,
and focuses on the impact a professor
has had on the lives and careers of his
or her students. Recipients of the

award are chosen from twenty
undergraduate institutions in the state.
"He's a very dedicated man," K. S.
Xavier, chair of Adrian's biology
department, said in the Telegram
article. "He will do anything for the
students. He will go all the way to get
them a job or into graduate school."
Along with his devotion to his
students, Husband is also devoted to
acarology-the study of mites. He is
recognized as a world authority on the
subject, and has been credited with
discovering several new species, which
he has named in honor of friends and
family.
Husband was in the Rocky
Mountains researching a strain of mites
found on grasshoppers when he
received news of having won the award.

Western Mic..._an Unf'ferslty

Lee TenBrink, MA '66, became principal of the
Maplewood Elementary School, Holland, this past
summer.

1967
Ralph Carnegie, Jr., BS '67, has been named
director of the Departmental Services
Administration of the Michigan Department of
Social Services, Lansing. He has been director of
the Washtenaw County Department of Social
Services since 1981.
Richard T. Cochrane, BBA '67, has become
director of information for Sealed Power Corp.,
Muskegon.
Dr. Beverly Fritsch Grewe Elliott, MA '67, has
been given the William J. Hamilton Award for
dis~inguished teaching at Pierce Junior College,
Philadelphia, PA. She is a professor of English
and speech.
Linda lciek, BA '67, in the summer became
assistant principal of Lakeview High School,
Battle Creek. She lives in Kalamazoo.
Fritz Kirkpatrick, BBA '67, has been elected
president of Goodwill Industries of Southwestern
Michigan. He is senior vice president at First of
America Bank.
Dr. Barbara Slumpff Newhouse, BS '67, has
become a program coordinator for the College of
Education credit and non-credit programs for
Kansas State University's Division of Continuing
Education at Manhattan, KS.
James A. Salesky, BBA '67, has been promoted
to administrative coordinator and operations
officer for Second National Bank, Bay City.
Mary Waldo, MSL '67, retired in June as a
Kalamazoo librarian.

1968

Robert Husband

Photo by Rhonda Miel, courtesy of The Daily Telegram

1962-63
C. Vincent Luzi, BA '62 , has become director of
personnel for Oakland County. He lives in
Clarkston.
Thomas Schaberg, BS '62, is the new
treasurer of Goodwill Industries of Southwestern
Michigan. He is manager of plastic products
manufacturing for The Upjohn Co.
Carol Johnson VanderPoppen, BA '62, is now a
first grade teacher in the Hamilton schools.
Cathy Clements Campbell, BA '63, MA '66,
SEd '77, has been named the "outstanding
community educator" in Michigan for 1987 by
the Michigan Adult Community Education
Association. She is director of adult and
community education for the Albion schools.
Elizabeth A. Goodrich, BBA '63, is on leave as
a professor of office systems at Central Michigan
University to serve as an office automation
consultant for the National Institutes of Health
Bethesda, MD.
'
Richard V. Washburn, BS '63, MA '64, in July
became a vice president of corporate and
divisional employee relations planning and
development for The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
James T. Whitledge, BS '63, MA '65, has
become president-elect of the American School
Counselor Association. He has been a counselor
at Farmington High School for the past twentytwo years. His wife, Patricia Ragland Whitledge,
BS '64, is a loan officer for Standard Federal , and
they live in Bloomfield Hills.

1964-65
Rex Conely, BS '64, is the new treasurer of the
Michigan Street Association in Grand Rapids.
Timothy J. Dorgan, BA '64, MA '70, in June
was appointed principal of Portage Northern
High School.
Paul Eckert, MA '64, is a new instructor this
fall at the Kalamazoo Area Mathematics and
Science Center.
Dr. Thomas Elsner, BA '64, MA '66, is chair of
the Michigan section, Mathematical Association
of America. He is a professor at GMI Engineering
and Management Institute, Flint, and lives in
Flushing.
James R. Hoppe, BBA '64, has become
assistant controller/cost manager for Prab
Robots, Inc., Kalamazoo.
David C. Smith, BBA '64, has been named vice
chair-tax for Peat Marwick in New York, NY.
Marjorie Staten, BA '64, MA '69, retired in
June as a Kalamazoo teacher.

Janet Carrington Elders, BS '65 is now
director of dietary services for Pre;byterian
Senior Care, Washington, PA.
Terry Stanard, BBA '65, has become director
of administrative services for Presbyterian Senior
Care, Washington, PA.

Kay Bompezzi Bach, BS '68, MA '70, was named
"teacher of the year" for 1986-87 by the
Vicksburg Educational Association.
Lawrence Bukowski, BA '68, is the new
principal of East Lansing High School.
Tim Howard, BS '68, MA '71, EdD '86, has
been appointed assistant principal at Portage
Northern High School.
Glenn Rotier, BA '68, MA '71, has been
appointed to the Rockford Planning Commission.
He is a Cedar Springs teacher and is married to
Lynne Koglin Rotier, BA '69, MA '75.
James R. Selvius, BBA '68, MA '71, has been
promoted to vice president of business
development, _Community Bank, Los Angeles, CA.
John Stimac, BS '68, MA '77, has received
Michigan's 1987 Vanzante Award as "driver
instructor of the year" from the Governor's
Commission on Traffic Safety. He is a Paw Paw
teacher.
Carol Turbeville Trittschuh, MA '68, has been
elected president of the Kalamazoo Poison
Prevention Council for 1987-88.
Karon Yeager, BS '68, MA '72, has been
selected for a Michigan First Lady Award. She is
coordinator of compensatory, bilingual, migrant,
and Indian education in the Kalamazoo schools .

1966

1969

Carl F. Atkinson, BS '66, is chair of the Grand
Rapids section of the American Society for
Quality Control for 1987-88.
Rod Begeman, BA '66, MA '76, this fall became
principal of the Constantine Middle School,
moving there from Niles.
Gloria Boodt, BA '66, MA '70, has been
appointed lead reading teacher for the Battle
Creek schools.
Susan Walton Bowser, BA '66, is now a
kindergarten teacher in Greenville.
Eugene L. DeWys, BA '66, in June became
principal of Kenowa Hills Junior High School,
Grand Rapids.
Roger A. Elford, BS '66, has been promoted to
principal of Owosso High School.
James W. Goss, BBA '66 has moved his law
offices to North Gratiot Avenue, in Mt. Clemens.
George Jepson, BA '66, MA '70, has been
appointed by the Amateur Hockey Association of
the United States to coach one of the two U.S.
National Midget teams (ages sixteen and
seventeen) for the 1988 Esso Cup competition in
Montreal, Canada.
Dr. Peter W. Krawutschke, BA '66, MA '67,
has been promoted to chair of the Department of
Languages and Linguistics at Western. He
replaces Dr. Robert A. Palmatier, BA '50, MA '55,
chair since the department was formed in 1968,
who will return to teaching.
Robert Kucera, BBA '66, MA '70, in late spring
was appointed athletic director at Loy Norrix
High School, Kalamazoo.
Rosalie Amman Novara, BA '66, MSW '76, has
been named executive director of MRC
Industries, Inc., Kalamazoo, which helps find
employment for developmentally disabled people.
Kay Stanton Pajunen, BS '66, MA '68, was
selected in April as one of the outstanding
teachers in the Oxford schools, where she teaches
second graders in the Leonard school.
Dr. Dennis C. Rittenmeyer, BS '66, MA '67,
has become president of Calumet College of St.
Joseph, Whiting, IN. He is the first lay president
of the college.
Jon Streeter, BS '66, MA '75, this fall joined
the faculty of the Kalamazoo Area Mathematics
and Science Center.

Carolyn Barber Blough, BS '69, MA '76, is vice
president-elect of the Michigan Reading
Association .
Dr. William P. Brady, MA '69, has opened New
Day, a psychology practice, in Sault Ste. Marie .
Nancy M. Flynn, BA '69, has been named
assistant administrator for the Office of Programs
Operations in the Wage and Hour Division of the
U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, DC.
Barbara Speas Havira, MA '69, has been
promoted to associate professor of political
science at Western.

He is also senior vice president and chief
financial officer of its subsidiary, Citizens
Commercial and Savings Bank.
John Winn, BBA '69, is now president of the
OMC Boat Group and a vice president of
Outboard Marine Corp. He was one of the
partners in founding the Four Winns Corp.,
Cadillac, which was purchased by OMC in 1986.

Aubrie Gordon, '71

N. Jackso "!. '72

Carla DeWyk Ziff, BS '69, won a three-year
term on the Bayless School District Board of
Education in the spring elections. She lives in St.
Louis, MO, and teaches the visually impaired.

1970
Lt. Cmdr. Thomas G. Cutler, BA '70, has been
transferred by the Michigan Air National Guard
to Alpena, where he is base commander for the
Phelps-Collins permanent training site .
Michael Elzennan, MBA '70, has been
appointed vice president of financial services for
McKinley Properties, Inc., Ann Arbor. He lives in
West Bloomfield.
Thomas E. O'Malley, BBA '70, has been
named a partner in the Chicago, IL, office of
Seidman and Seidman/BDO. He lives in Orland
Park, IL.
James L. Pitcher, BBA '70, is the new
assistant superintendent for business affairs of
the Grand Rapids schools. He earned a master's
degree in school business management from
Eastern Michigan University.
Thomas Schriver, BBA '70, has been promoted
to assistant vice president and business
development officer for Guaranty Federal Savings
Bank, Southfield. He lives in Berkley.
Edd G. Snyder, BS '70, heads the Detroit
office of Toyota Motors.
Dr. Peter Vanoosten, BS '70, has joined the
obstetrics and gynecological practice of Gertsner,
Bald and White in Kalamazoo, and is living in
Portage.
Candis Hartje Warner, MA '70, has been
promoted to assistant professor of speech
pathology and audiology at Western.

1971
Michael C. Dallas, BBA '71, MA '72, has become
a staff attorney for Amway Corp., Ada.
Joseph DeKock, MSA '71, Kalamazoo, has been
appointed vice president and controller of Paul
Deur Creative Group, Grand Rapids .
Aubrie Welch Gordon, BA '71, MSW '83, has
been promoted to assistant professor of social
work at Nazareth College, Kalamazoo. She is also
an outpatient therapist for the Van Buren County
Community Mental Health Services.
Fred Hagen, MBA '71, is the president of the
Kalamazoo chapter of the National Association of
Accountants. He is a vice president of Old Kent
Bank, Kalamazoo.
, Dr. Joel Olah, BA '71, and his wife, are now in
Liberia, West Africa, on a three-year assignment
as lay missionaries for the Lutheran Church in
America. He is administrator of Phebe Hospital
in Suakoko.
Dr. Roberta DePew Guntern Supnick, BS '71,
MA '78, EdD '82, has been promoted to associate
professor of business information systems at
Western.
David Witt. BS '71, MA '77, has returned from
residence in West Germany to become principal
of the Gull Lake Intermediate School, Richland.

1972
D. Rittenmeyer, '66

Wayne Schaeffer, '69

Paul A. L0vett, BS '69, has been promoted to
national sales manager for Hapman Conveyors,
Kalamazoo.
Michael A. Pinckes, BBA '69, MBA '71, has
been promoted to vice president of Ross Roy,
Inc., Detroit advertising agency.
Lynne Koglin Rotier, BA '69, MA '75, has been
appointed to the Rockford Library Board. She is a
Cedar Springs teacher and is married to Glenn
Rotier, BA '68, MA '71.
Wayne G. Schaeffer, BBA '69, has been
appointed vice president, treasurer, and chief
financial officer of Citizens Banking Corp., Flint.

Gerald Bagierek, BA '72, MA '78, is the Michigan
History Teacher of the Year, so designated by the
Greater Michigan Foundation. He is a teacher in
Saugatuck.
John L. Bird, BS '72, MA '75, MA '79, was
"teacher of the year" for the Spring Lake schools
in 1986-87. He is also dean of students at the
high school.
John J. Buechel, BS '72, has become senior
food technologist for Sundor Brands, Inc,. Mt.
Dora, FL. He lives in Altamonte Springs, FL.
Dean Christopher, BM '72, was named
"educator of the year" in Alpena where he is
director of bands for the high school.
Timothy Coyle, BBA '72, MBA '77 has been
promoted to a senior manager by the Grand
Rapids office of Deloitte Haskins and Sells.
David J. Farrell, BA '72, MA '78, has won the
Lelia Frey Award for excellence in education in
Colon, where he is a teacher.
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David D. Gardiner, BS '72, MSW '74, on
August 1 became assistant executive director of
the Kalamazoo Foundation, Kalamazoo. He had
formerly been executive director of the
McKercher Rehabilitation Center.
Nathanial Jackson, Jr., BS '72, has been
promoted to manager, human resources at
Aeroquip Corp., Jackson.
Dennis E. Marchand, BS '72, has been
promoted to vice president of operations for the
surgical division of Stryker Corp., Kalamazoo.
M. Peter McPherson, MBA '72, has been
confirmed by the U.S. Senate as deputy secretary
of the treasury. He had for six years headed the
Agency for International Development.
Richard B. Myers, BS '72, MA '84, is now
assistant principal of Three Rivers High School.
Karen Hagman Ray, BS '72, presented a paper
this spring for the Michigan Youth Conference
on mental health and education. She lives in
Fremont.
Dale A. Scholten, BS '72, MS '76, is chair of
the 1987 business and industry drive for the
Holland Christian schools. He is vice president of
marketing at Hart and Cooley, Inc.
John S. Sloan, BBA '72, MA '77, has become
dean of student services at the Auburn Hills
campus of Oakland Community College. He lives
in Oak Park.
Michael R. Williams, BS '72, MA '74, is now
executive director of the Douglass Community
Association in Kalamazoo.
Daniel Wollschlager, BBA '72, has been named
a distinguished alumnus of Schoolcraft College,
Livonia. He is a vice president of Michigan
National Bank.

1973
John D. Craig, BS '73, has been promoted to
director of manufacturing and material control at
the Findlay, OH, division of Whirlpool Corp.
Richard W. Doyle, BS '73, is now principal of
Riverbend and Central Elementary Schools,
Grandville.
Carson Ganeer, BBA '73, MBA '75, has been
named Battle Creek regional manager for A. L.
Williams Co. He is also a part-time instructor in
economics at Kellogg Community College.
Gary Garland, BS '73, MA '77, in June was
appointed principal of Battle Creek St. Philip
Catholic Central High School, his alma mater.
Dale Kimball, BA '73, has become high school
principal at White Pigeon.
David W. Linton, BS '73, MA '79, in the
summer became principal of the Augusta
Elementary School.
Bill Miller, BS '73, has been promoted to
regional editor of the Battle Creek Enquirer.
Donald Momber, BS '73, MA '79, has become
athletic director of Belding High School.
Christopher Shook, BM '73, has been
promoted to senior vice president, property
management for Gilmore Enterprises Corp.,
Kalamazoo.
Kevin D. Sutton, BS '73, has joined Speareflex
Corp., Kalamazoo, as manager of manufacturing.
Gary H. Waters, BBA '73, is now with NI
Industries' Automotive Trim Division in
Nicholasville, KY, as operations materials
manager. He lives in Lexington, KY.

1974
David L. Bennett, BS '74, MA '82, has joined the
Battle Creek law firm of Holmes, Mumford,
Schubel.
Robert Duke, BS '74, MA '80, has been
appointed to the Augusta Village Council to fill a
vacancy. He is director of adult education for the
Galesburg-Augusta and Gull Lake School
Districts.

John Buechel, '72

John Thomas, '75

Michael V. Finazzo, BA '74, has earned
Employee Assistance Professional Certification.
He is a consultant for the Employee Assistance
Program of Southwestern Michigan, Kalamazoo.
William R. Harris, BA '74, has received an
award of excellence from the Grand Rapids
Advertising Federation. He is a copywriter there
for tl,ie J. D. Thomas Co.
G~ Michael Holmes, MA '74, has been
promoted to principal of the Marcellus
Elementary School.
· David R. Johnson, BA 74, MA '79, has been
promoted to director of human resources for
Structural Concepts Corp., Grand Haven.

10

Dr. Jeanne Klein, BA '74, now head of the
children's theatre program at the University of
Kansas, is a finalist for the American Association
of Theatre for Youth 1987 research award. She
earned her doctor of philosophy degree at Kansas
last May.
Vickie Reuss Miller, BS '74, has left teaching
and joined the real estate team at BelcherSpaulding-Troutner Associates, Marshall.
Michael J. Milligan, BA '74, has received his
MA degree in educational systems development at
Michigan State University, and is director of
employee training for Quality Dairy Co., Lansing.
Donald R. Phelan, Jr., BS '74, has joined Yaffe
and Co., Southfield, as marketing director/senior
account executive.
Todd Sichta, BS '7 4, has been promoted to
vice president of ·finance for Bernea Food Service,
Otsego. He lives in Plainwell.

Western Michliu Unhenif1

Paul S. Weston, BS '75, won top honors for
his Michigan Meal this summer from Michigan
Living magazine, the Michigan Restaurant
Association and the ·Greater Michigan
Foundation. For two years he has been head chef
at Leland Lodge in Leelanau County.

1976
Gregg Agens, BBA '76, has been elected a vice
chair of the Battle Creek Area Chamber of
Commerce. He is a senior audit manager for
Price Waterhouse.
Scott Applebee, BS '76, MBA '81, has been
promoted to senior account executive by
Automatic Data Processing, Grand Rapids.
Robert L. Buwalda, BA '76, MPA '79, is now
employee relations administrator, agricultural
division, The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.

Thirteen alumni win Kellogg Foundation grants
Out of twenty-six Battle Creek
teachers that received $1,000
incentive awards this year from
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation,
half of the group are Western
alumni.
Teachers submitted proposals
to explain how the money would
be used to polish their skills,
update their knowledge, and
better understand their subjects.
Alumni who received grants
are: Clifton Conklin, art; Loraine
Woolner Cowe, art; Sally Stewart

Tanner, elementary; Linda
Versteeg Borsum, elementary;
James Stevens, English and
French; Suzanne Boersma
Gonzales, mathematics; Nancy
Steely, music; Nancy Trowbridge,
music; Genevieve Smutek Jordan,
physical education and reading;
Carol Hooker Mattens, secondary;
Dr. Norma Barea, principal of the
Springfield Middle School; Mary
Callahan, principal of the
McKinley Elementary School; and
Carroll Hughes, principal of the
Wattles Park Elementary School.

Robert D. Stoops, BBA '74, has been elected
Ricky Carlson, BA '76, has joined the Bay City
treasurer of the Southwestern Michigan
law firm of Smith and Brooker. He will work in
Association of Purchasing Management. He is
the Flint office.
with The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Warren W. Cline III, BA '76, is the general
Rebecca Bisel Sherrill Wartner, MSL '74, has
campaign chairman for the 1987 Grand Traverse
been named director of the Rentschler Library at · Area United Way campaign. He is a partner in a
Miami University's Hamilton, OH, campus. She
Traverse City Accounting firm.
has been on the Miami staff since 1974.
Mary A. Dinkel, BA '76, is president of the
Frederick Woodhams, BBA '74, is now a loan
Women Lawyers Association of Michigan-Western
officer for Anchor Federal Savings and Loan,
Region. She practices law in Grand Rapids.
South Bend, IN.
Michael G. Doherty, BA '76, MBA '85, has
Samuel L. Wright, MA '74, SEd '83, in July
been named manager of the Baroda branch of
became assistant superintendent of schools in
Inter-City Bank, Buchanan.
Berrien Springs. He lives in Coloma.
Charles Hotaling, BBA '76, has become an
assistant vice president, financial analyst, and
budgeting officer for Security Bancorp, Allen
1975
Park.
Samuel Daniel, MA '75, last summer became
Janet Jewell Hubbard, BA '76, has become
assistant supervisor of personnel for schools in
marketing/communications director for the
Frederick County, MD.
Pontiac-North Oakland United Way.
Jean Wright Enright, MA '75, has moved to
Annmarie Mihelich Mitchell, BS '76, has
Grand Valley State College as executive assistant
become vice president for resort operations at the
to the president. She was an associate
Homestead Resort, Glen Arbor.
superintendent of the Grand Rapids schools.
Philip Sheldon, MA '76, has been appointed to
Stephen Gaus, BS '75, has joined the Bay City
the Portage Board of Education to fill a vacancy.
law firm of Smith and Brooker. He will work in
He is a former board member.
the Saginaw office.
Cindy Ward Wickham, BS '76, became a first
Joseph Groh, BS '75, a Decatur elementary
grade teacher in Greenville this fall.
teacher, has been appointed to an unexpired term
on the Decatur City Council.
1977
Barbara Neal Maddox, BS '75, has become
director of urban strategies for the Michigan
Lisa Fletcher Ashcraft, BS '77, has been
Youth Corps in Lansing.
promoted to operations officer at NBD Peoples
Dennis A. Massingill, MA '75, MA '76, has
Bank, Grand Haven.
become principal of Northwestern Junior High
Paul Blacken, BS '77, is now assistant
School , Battle Creek.
basketball coach at Kalamazoo College.
Allan J. Meyers, BBA '75, MBA '78, has been
Beth Harrison Cafaro, BS '77, has earned her
appointed a vice president in the trust
juris doctor degree from the Detroit College of
department of Old Kent Bank, Grand Rapids.
Law, and now is with the firm of Kitch, Saurbier
Dr. Rex Miller, SEd '75, has become
and Drutchas, Detroit.
superintendent of the Wheaton, MO, schools.
Laurie Cottrell, BA '77, has left her post as
Colleen Cavanaugh Monti, BA '75, was named
communications director for the City of Grand
a Troy "teacher of the year." She teaches third
Rapids to return to the West Coast.
grade.
Nancy Crumb Gideon, BA '77, has had two
The Rev. Donald Neale, BA '75, is now pastor
historical romances published under
of the St. Cyril and St. Methodius Roman
pseudonyms: Sweet Tempest by Lauren Giddings
Catholic Church, Gun Lake, near Wayland. He is
and The Pirate's Captive by Dana Ransom. She
also known in the area for his work as a disc
lives in Kalamazoo.
jockey.
Alec Gores, BS '77, is the owner of Gores
Diana Lee Pierson, MSL '75, has become head Technologies, Flint, an outgrowth of Executive
librarian for the Coopersville District Library.
Business Systems, which he recently sold to
Joseph A. Spoerl, ,BBA '75, has become a
Contel, an Atlanta, GA, conglomerate.
pension consultant for Improved Funding
Terry Locatis, MBA '77, has been promoted to
Techniques, Inc., Kalamazoo.
plant manager of the Center plant for Haworth,
Hugh Starke, BBA '75, has become director of
Inc., Holland.
. marketing for Manufacturing Management
Bruce D. Lotter, BBA '77, has been named
Systems, Houston, TX.
division sales manager in Dallas, TX, for
John .M. Thomas, BBA '75, has been promoted DelMonte USA.
to product sales manager of the Brass Products
James C. Mays, Jr., BS '77, was featured in
Division, Parker Hannifin Corp., Otsego. He lives
the May 9 issue of the Michigan Chronicle. He is
in Scotts.
vice president and general manager of Mays
David Wass, BBA '75, has become general
Printing Co., in Detroit.
manager of the Lakeside Center shopping
David R. Mitchell, BBA '77, in June became
complex in Sterling Heights. He lives in Ann
director of personnel for Cottage Hospital, Grosse
Arbor.
Pointe. He lives in Sterling Heights.

Michael Oakes, MA '77, is the new
superintendent of the Mason County Eastern
Schools in Custer. His wife, Jeanne Oakes, MA
'77, has left her post as principal of the St. Basil
school in South Haven.
Michael Petersen, BS '77, has been promoted
to national product manager of checkout systems
for Borroughs Manufacturing Corp., Kalamazoo.
Thomas Sullivan, BBA '77, has been promoted
to midwest controller for Hygrade Food Products,
Livonia.
Kurt L. VandenBosch, BBA '77, has been
promoted to senior manager by Deloitte Haskins
and Sells, Grand Rapids.

1978
Beth Klimczak, BBA '78, has been promoted to
tax manager for the Battle Creek office of Price
Waterhouse.
Donald M. Kolehouse, BBA '78, has joined in a
new investment banking firm in Grand Rapids,
Lemmon and Kolehouse, Inc.
Laurie McKinven-Copus, MA '78, was ordained
an elder in the United Methodist Church in June
at the annual meeting of the West Michigan
conference, and is serving the Nottawa and
Leonidas churches.
Thomas 0. Schlueter, BBA '78, has joined
First of America Bank-Michigan, Kalamazoo, as a
vice president in the commercial loan
department.
Michael J. Ujevich, BBA '78, has been
promoted to senior manager at Seidman and
Seidman, Kalamazoo.
Dr. Georgia Jackson Van Adestine, EdD '78, in
the summer attended the 1987
leadership/management seminar at the University
of Texas for Delta Kappa Gamma. She is
education policy specialist for the Michigan
Senate's Republican policy office, and lives in
Jackson.

1979
Julie Bielat, BS '79, MPA '81, has been elected
president of the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek chapter
of the National Association of Women in
Construction.
Dan DeRyke, BB.A '79, has been elected
treasurer of the Grand Rapids chapter, National
Association of Accountants. He has also been
promoted to an associate for Crowe, Chizek and
Co., South Bend, IN.
Steven Ellis, BBA '79, MBA '80, has been
promoted to senior account executive for the
Kalamazoo Shopper.
Timothy Farrow, BA '79, MA '82, MPA '86, in
June became village manager for Mattawan.
Dr. Debora Johnson Forrester, BS '79, MA '80,
was named "clinician of the year" for 1987 by the
Georgia Speech-Language-Hearing Association.
She is married to John P. Forrester, BS '81.
· Gary Garehan, MBA '79, is now director of
finance for Wedgewood Acres Christian Youth
Homes, Grand Rapids.
Jerry G. Kreuu, MBA '79, has been promoted
to an associate professor of accountancy at
Western.
Donna Ring, MSL '79, has been promoted to
assistant professor in the College of Business
Library at Western.
·
Stephanie Robinson, BS '79, MBA '81, is
secretary of the West Michigan chapter, American
Marketing Assoc. She is director of marketing for
Doubleday Brothers and Co., Kalamazoo.
Ann Rosenbaum, MPA '79, has been elected
vice president of the Michigan Association of
County Treasurers. She is treasurer for Calhoun
County.
David J. Shoals, BSE '79, has been promoted
to manufacturing engineering manager for the
Eaton Corp., Marshall. He lives in Battle Creek.
Deborah Szmuszkovicz, BBA '79, has been
named director of RIGHA, a Providence, RI,
health maintenance organization.
Karen Behnke Ungar, BS '79, has been named
San Francisco's "woman entrepreneur of the
year" for 1987. She was accorded the same honor
by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce.
She is president-owner of Execu-Fit Health
Programs in the California city, and has now
franchised her development.
Nancy A. Warner, MA '79, has been promoted
to sales coordinator for Physicians Health' Plan of
South West Michigan, Kalamazoo.
David B. Zuhl, BBA '79, has taken a new post
as sales manager of the Grand Rapids office of
Digital Equipment Co. He continues to live in
Kalamazoo.

1980
Dr. Raymond Alie, EdD '80, has been promoted
to associate professor of management at Western.
The Rev. John A. Backoff, BS '80, was
ordained an elder in the United Methodist
Church in June at the annual meeting of the
West Michigan conference and is serving the
Bear Lake-Arcadia churches.
James DeHoog, MA '80, was named "teacher of
the year" in the Woodland schools last spring.
Lisbeth Margulus, MA '80, has received much
favorable comment for her tough policies at East
Grand Rapids High School since her beginning as
principal there ten months ago.
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Thomas R. Mitchell, BM '80, MM '84, has
become associate minister of Zion Evangelical
United Church of Christ, St. Joseph, with music
and Christian education responsibilities. He lives
in Stevensville.
Steve Owsley, BS '80, returned from the New
York theatrical scene to handle choreography for
the Barn Theatre in Augusta last summer. He
reports that in 1986 he was working on television
and films during the day, and dancing on
Broadway at night in "Raggedy Ann."
Monalu Rainwater Packard, BA '80, in the
summer was elected president of Soroptimist
International of Kalamazoo.
Linda I. Schirmer, BBA '80, has been
promoted to tax associate in the Battle Creek
office of Plante and Moran. She has also been
elected president of the Battle Creek chapter of
the National Association of Accountants.
Laurie Selwyn, MSL '80, has become head
librarian for the Palestine, TX, public library.
Daniel R. Thorsberg, BBA '80, MBA '81, has
joined Inter-City Bank, Buchanan, as assistant
vice president, commercial loans.
Jay VanAndel, DBA '80, has been inducted into
the Direct Selling Hall of Fame for his work as
chair of the Amway Corp., Ada.
Alice Watkins, BA '80, retired in June as a
Kalamazoo librarian.

1981
Samuel D. Accorso, MA '8i, MA '85, is the new
principal of Hackett Catholic Central High
School, Kalamazoo.
Brent Bierema, MSW '81, in July became the
new director of the Department of Social Services
in St. Joseph County. He will be headquartered
in Centreville.
Ken Cooper, BS '81, had a one-man show of
his paintings in Alpena last summer, and next
summer his collection will be displayed in
Dudley, West Midlands, England. He is a
Manistee art teacher.
Debra Dempsey, BBA '81, has been promoted
to manager of human resources for Price
Waterhouse, Detroit. She lives in Troy.
John P. Forrester, BS '81, is riow teaching ai
the University of Missouri, Columbia, having
completed his doctorate in public administration
at the University of Georgia last August. He is
married to Dr. Deborah Johnson Forrester, BS
'79, MA '80.
Frederick G. Hamlin, BS '81, was ordained an
elder in the United Methodist Church in June at
the annual meeting of the West Michigan
conference, and is serving the Camden,
Montgomery, and Stokes Chapel churches. His
wife, Joan Kuipers Hamlin, BS '68, was ordained
an elder at the same time, and is serving the
Quincy church .
Michael T. Jenkins, BS '81, has been appointed
trust investment officer for Comerica BankDetroit. He lives in Birmingham.
Albert Little, BS '81, has been named an
assistant vice president at First of America BankMichigan, Kalamazoo.
Michael J. Lyster, BSM '81, has received his
doctor of osteopathy degree from the University
of Health Sciences, Kansas City, MO., and is now
serving a one-year internship at Detroit
Osteopathic Hospital, Highland Park.
Missoo Mattox, BBA '81, has been named an
accounting officer for First of America BankMichigan in Battle Creek.

Debra Dempsey, '81

Michael Jenkins, '81

Michael B. Pratley, MA '81, was named
educator of the year in April at the Frankfort
schools. He is also a city councilman in
Frankfort.
Craig A. Steenbergh, BBA '81, MBA '86, in
July was named community development director
for Van Buren County. He has been living in St.
Joseph:
Patricia VanderMeer, MA '81, has been
promoted to associate professor in the College of
Education Library at Western.
John Yelding, MA '81, in the summer was
appointed principal of the L. C. Mohr High
School, South Haven.
Jaclyn Brown Young, BBA '81, has been
elected chair of the Michigan Association of
Certified Public Accountants, Southwestern
chapter. She is a senior manager for the
Kalamazoo office of Ernst and Whinney.
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1982
Steven S. Armstrong, BS '82, has been promoted
to manager of research and information for Kelly
Services, Troy.
Leslie Sechler Bleil, MSL '82, has been
promoted to an assistant professor in Waldo
Library at Western.
Robin Boley, BBA '82 , has become accountant
for the City of Ionia.
Robert Ellisor, BS '82, became administrative
assistant to the Plainwell city administrator in
June.
Robert L. Howard, BS '82, in August became
vice president and general manager of Hoekzema
Ford, Union City. He lives in Portage.
Teresa Kent, BSW '82, has been appointed a
dispatcher for the Alpena Police Department.
Dr. Thomas Klarquist, BS '82, has earned his
doctor of medicine degree from Michigan State
University, and is now doing a residency in
internal medicine at the University of Louisville,
KY.
Mark D. O'Connell, BSE '82, has been
promoted to manager of manufacturing quality
and engineering at Speareflex Corp., Kalamazoo.
Bruce E. Reder, BBA '82, has been promoted
to manager by Seidman and Seidman/BDO,
Grand Rapids.
Spec 4 Michael D. Ross, BS '82, has earned
the air assault badge at Ft. Campbell, KY, where
he is a communications system operator.

Joseph Snowden, '82

Rosemary Takacs, '82

Jeffrey Savitskie, BS '82,-has become editor of
the Roscommon Herald-News .
Joseph I. Snowden, BS '82, has been
promoted to manager of sales at CannonMuskegon Corp., Muskegon.
Dr. Richard A. Switzer, BSM '82, has received
his doctor of medicine degree from Michigan
State University and is now a pediatric resident at
Butterworth Hospital, Grand Rapids.
Rosemary Takacs, MS '82, has become chair of
the Accountant/Computer Users Technical
Exchange, Denver, CO. She is manager there for
Crowe, Chizek and Co., South Bend, IN.

1983
Diane Aker, BBA '83, has been elected first vice
president of the Southwestern Michigan
Association of Purchasing Management. She is a
buyer for NWL Control Systems, Kalamazoo.
Katharine Cary, MA '83, is the new manager of
the Keyboard Center, Sturgis.
James J. Clark, BBA '83, has been promoted
to production/distribution control manager in
the material management department at General
Foods Corp., Battle Creek.
Renee Wade Foehner, BS '83, is now a
territory manager for Clinton Oil Co,. Breese, IL.
Kelly Kennedy, BBA '83, has been promoted to
tax consultant by the Battle Creek office of Price
Waterhouse.
John Stap, BBA '83, has become director of
business development for the Paul Deur Creative
Group, Grand Rapids.
Michael J. Stoltz, BS '83, has been promoted
to manager of applications by Beloit Manhattan
Corporation.
Douglas Wenger, MBA '83, has been promoted
to system manager in the Corporate Information
Technology Division of the Kellogg Co., Battle
Creek.
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Alumna is cited for her teaching ability
Mary Grace Cardwell Johnson, B.A. '64,
has gone to the head of the chemistry
class-nationally.
Now a teacher at Detroit Country
Day School, Johnson was selected last
April as the "outstanding high school
chemistry teacher in the United States"
by the American Chemical Society. A
Chemical and Engineering News article
described her as a teacher who "applies
vigor, interest, dedication, intelligence,
and conscientiousness in her everyday
teaching."
Johnson cites numerous people at
Western who assisted her in developing
her career. "I'm most indebted to the
late Dr. Lillian Meyer (a former chair
of the chemistry department) for
igniting my interest in this subject. It
was she who enabled me to get a parttime job in the chemistry stockroom
and who also encouraged me to apply
to graduate school after finishing my
undergraduate degree," Johnson said.
"After winning several awards in
chemistry, I was given the opportunity
to do summer research with Dr. Robert
Anderson. This, along with the help

Steve Germond, MBA '84, is a vice president of
the Grand Rapids chapter, National Association of
Accountants. He is with PrimeBank there.
Daniel R. Holland, BBA '84, has opened a
Battle Creek office for Lambrecht Co. He lives in
Kalamazoo.
Susan Holland, BA '84, has received her juris
doctor degree from CBN University, Virginia
Beach, VA.
Aija Lubavs, MBA '84, is president-elect of the
West Michigan Chapter, American Marketing
Association, and is a Kalamazoo marketing
consultant.
Beth Rodd, BBA '84, has become production
manager for Traver and Associates, an advertising
agency in Battle Creek.
Dr. Michael K. Ryan, Edi5 '84, is the new
superintendent of the Godfrey-Lee schools, Grand
·
Rapids.
Thomas A. Sainz, BS '84, has recieved his
navigator's wings from the U.S. Air Force, and is
a second lieutenant in the Michigan Air National
Guard.
Lori Schafer, BBA '84, has become corporate
controller for Fairfield Broadcasting Co.,
Kalamazoo.
Lt. j.g. Mike VanderVort, BSE '84, has
completed the basic surface warfare officers
course for the U.S. Navy.
Donna Bailey Vesey, BS '84, is now
professional relations counselor for Physicians
tiealth Plan of Southwest Michigan, Kalamazoo.

1985
John Elders, BBA '85, is now director of patient
business services for Presbyterian University
Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA.
Michael A. Gobb, BS '85, has become assistant
director of operations for the Kent County
International Airport.

1984
Greg Bonsib, MBA '84, has joined ODL, Inc.,
Zeeland, as a product manager in its marketing
department.
James C. Bush, MPA '84, has been designated
as a residential evaluation specialist. He is deputy
assessor for the City of Battle Creek.
Michael Cope, BBA '84, has been promoted to
corporate banking officer for Comerica bank,
Battle Creek.
Ens. Te~ce K. Fournier, BS '84, has
completed the officer indoctrination school at
Newport, RI, for the U.S. Navy.
Diane Fry, MPA '84, has been promoted to
assistant professor in health services at Nazareth
College, Kalamazoo. She also received an
"outstanding teaching" award last spring.
Stephen J. Galloup, BBA '84, has become an
accountant for the Battle Creek Area Urban
League.

Diane Fry, '84

Barbara Hansen, '86

and support of other faculty and
graduate students, led to my decision
to continue my interest in chemistry.
"I still love the subject," she added,
"it's a very versatile, exciting one to
teach, and I'm glad to have the
opportunity to have some small impact
on the next generation."

Mary Cardwell Johnson

1986
Rosemarie Allaire, BS '86, is now a designer for
a Farmington Hills company, Illuminating
Concepts. She is also on the board of directors of
the Detroit chapter of Designers Lighting Forum.
Thomas J. Bean, BBA '86, has joined the
Coldwater accounting firm of Dart and Rumsey.
He lives in Quincy.
Jerry Conrad; MA '86, has opened a training
and consulting business, Custom Training
Network, in Muskegon.
Bernard L. Geigler, BS '86, has completed
studies at Lackland, San Antonio, TX, and is now
a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force.
David Goricki, BS '86, is now sports editor of
the Coldwater Daily Reporter.
Guntars Grivings, BBA '86, has been promoted
to assistant vice president by Appraisal Associates,
Inc., Kalamazoo.
Nancy Halpin, BS '86, has become
administrative assistant to the president of
Hameroff/Milenthal/Spence, Inc., Columbus, OH.
Barbara Hansen, BS '86, has been named
health services coordinator for the Travelers
Health Network, working in three counties
around Grand Rapids. She is a registered nurse.
Denise Lee, BS '86, has joined the Peace
Corps, and is now in Sierra Leone, West Africa,
working to establish fish ponds for food.
Kathleen Mahoney, BS '86, has joined BiggsGilmore Associates in Kalamazoo as a production
coordinator.
Vicky Musky, BS '86, is a new assistant
women's basketball coach for Western.
Dr. Thomas Ongwela, EdD '86, has been
placed in charge of program development and is
supervisor of operations for the Battle Creek Area
Urban League.
Donna Parolini, MPA '86, has been promoted
to allocations director of the Pontiac-North
Oakland United Way.
Mike Pryson, BA '86, has become a sports
writer for the Naples, FL, Daily News.
Edward L. Reed, BSE '86, has joined Boyot
Brothers, Co., Chicago, IL.
Mark Schauer, MPA '86, has been promoted to
executive director of the Community Action
Agency of South Central Michigan, Battle Creek.
Delores Seymour, BS '86, had a retrospective
of her art exhibited through September at
Kellogg Community College, Battle Creek. The
work covered ten years.
Dawn Purdy Vozar, BBA '86, has joined the
Coldwater accounting firm of Dart and Rumsey.
She lives at Marble Lake.
Kimberley Weller, BFA '86, won the Libertyfest
poster competition in Holland during the spring.

1987
Susan Bowman Green, BA '85, has been
commissioned a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air
Force.
Ens. Michael J. Nyberg, BBA '85, has won his
Navy wings as a pilot.
2nd Lt. Ronald J. Pizarek, BS '85, has
completed U.S. Air Force flight training and is
now a pilot at Reese AFB, TX.
Joel Wortley, MPA '85, is a new Grand Ledge
City Council member. He is chief financial officer
for the Michigan National Guard.

Dale Augustine, BBA '87, has joined the ninth
credit district of the Farm Credit System in
Wichita, KS.
Eric Clifton, BM '87, has become director of
bands for the Grand Traverse Bay Catholic
schools.
Moses A. Olaniran, BS '87, won a $1,000
second prize in a design competition sponsored
for engineering students by the International
Magnesium Association. His entry was a die cast
magnesium phonograph turntable.
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Deaths
Prof. Ted Kilty, a member of the Western faculty
in education for eighteen years, died August 29
in Kalamazoo after a long illness. He was a
graduate of Andrews University and.the
University of Michigan, and for four years was a
member of the Kalamazoo Board of Education.
He leaves two children, two grandchildren, and
one brother.
Melvin "Doo" Maxwell, a Bronco basketball
star from 1978 to 1981, drowned July 7 in
Littlejohn Lake, Allegan County. He had been a
bus driver for the Kalamazoo Public Schools.
F. Gayle Pond, director emeritus of nursing
services, 1946-1966, died April 12 in Tempe, AZ,
where she had lived much of the time since her
retirement.

1915-24
Mildred M. Snyder, TC '15, died July 16 in
Kalamazoo. She taught in Three Rivers for fortythree years, retiring in 1958.
Edith Button Sargent, '18, died August 17 in
Detroit. She leaves two sons and ten
grandchildren.
Maiyida Beadle Richards, TC '20, died March
23 in Fenton.
Ilah Westfall Ingram, TC '21, died July I in
Lansing. She leaves one daughter, four
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
May Foster St. Clair, TC '21, died June 29 in
Kalamazoo. She was a Richland teacher, and
leaves two sons, seven grandchildren, four greatgr11-nddaughters, and one great-greatgranddaughter.
Florence Stowell Osborn Fuhrman, TC '22,
died June 20 in Kalamazoo, where she had lived
the past thirteen years. She leaves one son, one
daughter, seven grandchildren, and six greatgrandchildren.
Joe W. Lee, TC '22, died June 24 in Owosso,
where he had been an industrial arts teacher for
forty-six years. In 1978 he received the highest
award of the International Graphic Arts
Education Association. He leaves his wife, Wilma
Golliher Lee, BA '27; one son; four
grandchildren, and one great-grandson.
Dr. Robert Armstrong, TC '23, died August 3
in Sault Ste. Marie, where he had lived since
1969 after retiring from his Kalamazoo practice
as an anesthesiologist. He leaves his wife, Evelyn
Sovereen Armstrong, BA '31, two daughters, one
stepdaughter, and one stepson.
Margaret McGavin Smith, TC '23, died July 17
in Grand Rapids. She was a teacher for varying
periods between 1923 and 1968, retiring from the
St. Thomas School. She leaves four children,
twenty-three grandchildren, and five greatgrandchildren.
Whilma B. Lee, TC '24, BA '26, died August 26
in Elkhart, IN. She had been a teacher in
Kalamazoo, retiring in 1967. She was a former
president of the School Employees Credit Union
of Kalamazoo.

1925-34
Maiy Eleanor McQuigg Blinks, TC '25, died July
8 in Kalamazoo. She leaves a sister, Elizabeth
McQuigg, TC '21.
Bernice Westover, TC '25, died July 25 in
Grand Rapids. She was an elementary teacher
until retirement in 1969.
Hazel Nevins Wildermuth, TC '26, BA '50, died
July 14 in Kalamazoo. She had taught for sixtyone years, retiring in 1971 as principal of the
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Yorkville school, which has since been named in
her honor.
Lois Fenton Salisbury, TC '27, died July 21 in
Paw Paw. She had taught principally in the Paw
Paw area, retiring in 1962. Her husband survives.
Thomas H. Thomas, BA '31, died June 18 in
Houghton, where he had been a high school
teacher for many years.
Samuel I. Wimbush, BA '33, died June 20 in
Chicago, IL, where he had had a long association
with the Baker Furniture Co. at the Merchandise
Mart. He was formerly president of two Grand
Rapids furniture associations. He leaves his wife,
Ruth Enders Wimbush, TC '33, and two sons.

1935-54
Emanuel Lull, BA '41, died May 14 in West
Bloomfield. He was president of the Manny Lull
Co., and leaves his wife and two daughters.
Donald V. Duncan, BS '49, died July 18 in
Greenbelt, MD, after a long illness. He leaves his
wife, two daughters, two grandsons, and his
mother.
Dr. Norman Weinheimer, BA '51, died July 9
in Lansing where he had Sf.lent seventeen years as
head of the Michigan Association of School ·
Boards. He began his career in education as a
teacher in Bridgman, becoming an elementary
principal before moving to Millburg as principal.
From 1952 to 1962 he was superintendent of the
Niles Brandywine schools, and from 1968 to 1970,
superintendent of the Grand Rapids schools. He
was lauded as an "innovator and a highly skilled
organizer in helping schools." In 1985 he was'
elected to the Michigan Education Hall of Fame.
He leaves his wife and three children.

1955-64
Alma Schrock Bennett, BS '59, died June 24 in
Reed City. She had been a teacher in Mendon,
Centreville, and Sturgis, until retiring in 1971.
She leaves her husband, four daughters, two
sons, sixteen grandchildren, and eleven greatgrandchildren.
Bertha Nienhuis Boot, BA '59, died June 6 in
Zeeland. She taught in Holland for thirty-eight
years, and leaves her husband.
Thomas L. Christensen, MA '62, died May 11
in Detroit. He was a professor at Macomb
Community College and lived in Grosse Pointe.
He leaves his wife, two daughters, and three
sons.
Janet Plum VanEerden, BS '64, died July 19 in
Wayland. She leaves her husband; three children;
her parents; a twin sister, Carolyn Plum Stokoe,
BA '64, MA '71, of Linden; and two brothers.

1965-74
Dorothy Kalom, MA '67, died April 27 in Amston,
CT. She had retired in 1978 as a catalog librarian
at the Kalamazoo Public Library. She leaves two
sons, including Peter Kalom, BS '60, and five
grandchildren.
David K. Hilmert, BS '68, died September I in
Kalamazoo. He was a social worker at Gryphon
Place. He leaves his wife, one daughter, three
sons, six grandchildren, four sisters, and one
brother.
Vera Spoors Holcomb, '69, died July 21 in
Kalamazoo. She leaves one daughter, Melinda
Holcomb Cekola, BA '69; one son, James A.
Holcomb, MBA '73, Fairfield, CT; and four
grandchildren.
Thomas R. Welch, BBA '69, MBA '75, died
August 10 in Paw Paw. He leaves his parents and
one brother.
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Robin Luster Trice, BA '72, died of injuries
August 2 when her bicycle was struck by a car in
Detroit. She headed the mathematics and science
department at Noble Middle School, Detroit. She
leaves her parents, one great-grandmother, one
sister, and one brother.
Alan Sneider, BS '73, MA '78, and his fatherin-law, Calvin Molyneux, were killed September 5
in Ottawa County when a car crossed the median
and struck their pickup truck. Sneider was a
teacher in the Kentwood schools' Valleywood
Middle School. He leaves his wife, Maiy
Molyneux Sneider, BA '68, MA '82; three
children; his parents; two brothers; and two
sisters.

1975-84
Charles Baker, MA '75, died June 9 in Grand
Haven where he was a teacher. He leaves one
daughter, one son, and his mother.
Albert Colson, MPA '77, died May 25 in
Fowlerville. He had retired last March as

Detroit plane crash victims remembered
Two Western alumni died in the
August 16 crash of Northwest Flight
255, which minutes before had taken
off from Detroit on its way to Arizona.
Randy Hoffman, B.S. '82, had moved
to Prescott, Arizona, in 1985 and
worked in sales at a car dealership.
Hoffman, twenty-three, had returned
home to Saline to attend his family
reunion and a friend's wedding.

Ray "Hap" Sorensen

Mid-American Conference
championships, a league record for a
coach in any sport. His squads won
consecutive titles from 1954 through
1965. In the process, he coached fortyseven players who won MAC individual
titles, including nine in the No. 1
singles flight, and twenty-three doubles
teams which earned similar honors,
including twelve at No. 1.
Under Sorensen Western had a
165-156 dual match mark while facing
ninety-six Big Ten and twenty-nine
Southeastern Conference opponents.
Three current tennis coaches in the
MAC-Western's Jack Vredevelt,
Bowling Green State University's Bob
Gill, and Ball State University's Bill
Richards-played for Hap as
undergraduates.
"I'll really miss Hap a lot, not only
because he was my coach but also a
great friend who I saw on a weekly

Twenty-seven-year-old Steve
Brosnan, B.S. '82, M.A. '84, was
originally from Grosse Pointe Park. He
was returning to Chandler, Arizona,
where he worked as an industrial
psychologist for Intel Corporation. He
had spent the previous two weeks in
Western Europe vacationing with his
mother and brother before .returning to
Michigan to attend a friend's wedding.

Former Department of Biology chair dies
Clarence J. Goodnight, who retired in
1984 after nineteen years as a faculty
member in the Department of Biology,
died August 9 in Kalamazoo. He joined
Western in 1965 and seI"Ved as
department chair for ten years. He
retired as a professor emeritus of
biology.
Considered an expert in ecology,
taxonomy, and limnology, Goodnight
was a member of numerous
conservation and scientific
organizations, including the
Benthological Society of North
America, which he helped found, and
the American Microscopical Society,
which he served in 1971 as president.
Goodnight earned his bachelor's,
master's, and doctoral degrees from the
University of Illinois. He taught at
Purdue University, as well as at several
colleges, before joining Western's
faculty.

Longtime tennis coach 'Hap' Sorensen dead at seventy-nine
Longtime men's tennis coach Ray
"Hap" Sorensen died August 22 at the
age of seventy-nine in Grand Rapids as
a result of heart failure.
Sorensen coached the Broncos from
1950 through 1972 and won fourteen

Michigan monetary control director, and leaves
his wife, tWo daughters, and three sons.
Ellen Rockafellow Guy, BS '77, died August 14
in Kalamazoo. She was an Otsego teacher. She
leaves her husband, Steven, MA '82, two
daughters, her parents, two sisters, and two stepsisters.
Alton C. Haner, MPA '79, died August 22 in
Caldwell, ID. He had retired recently to Eustis,
FL, where his wife and three children reside. He
also leaves his parents, one sister, and two
brothers.
Joseph H. O'Connor, BBA '79, died September
6 in an accident in Petoskey. He had made his
home in Howell where he was an insurance
agent. He leaves his wife, Rhonda Weisenberg
O'Connor, BA '79; his parents; three sisters; and
one brother.
Jacque L. Kaler, Jr., MSL '81, died August 14
in Kalamazoo. He was a graduate of Bowling
Green State University, and leaves his wife, two
children, and his parents.

basis," Vredevelt said. "He always came
to our matches and was our most loyal
fan. The fact that he was well thought
of by his former players is evidenced by
the fact that many of them sent gifts to
the Gary Athletic Fund in his
memory."
A native of Elkhart, Indiana,
Sorensen was a tennis star at Western
(1930-32). He won two Michigan
Intercollegiate doubles titles and was
unbeaten in 1930 and 1931 singles play.
After graduation he returned to Elkhart
to coach that city's high school squad
for fourteen years, winning ten
Northern Indiana titles.
In 1979, Sorensen was selected for
membership in the WMU Athletic Hall
of Fame. On June 19, 1982, the varsity
tennis courts were named in his honor
and the city of Kalamazoo designated
the day Raymond F. "Hap" Sorensen
Day.

Clarence Goodnight

Along with being the author of
several textbooks on biology and
zoology, he also wrote more than 200
papers. He remained active during his
retirement, continuing his research on
the opilionid fauna of Central America
and his work with the state of
Michigan on Muskegon's wastewater
treatment ponds. He also taught last
fall as a temporary instructor at Albion
College.

Scholarship created
in honor of Maher
A scholarship fund has been
established in the name of Robert
F. Maher, founder and first chair
of the Department of
Anthropology, who died in March.
Checks made out to the WMU
Foundation may be sent to the
department.

